
Rauf Class (Year 5) Newsletter – Term 1 
Dear Year 5 parents and guardians, 
 

A warm welcome back to a new school year. I really hope that you managed to 
enjoy the holidays, albeit in slightly different ways to normal no doubt! 

 
I would just like to start by saying that you should all be extremely proud of how 

AMAZING your (not so) little people have been since their return to the Academy.  
The maturity, care and consideration that they have shown has been exceptional and 

I am already extremely proud of them. They have adapted brilliantly to the new 
measures that have been put into place to keep everyone safe and are showing great 
respect and patience as we all get to grips with the ‘new normal’.  

 
It has been absolutely wonderful getting to know the children and I am really 

excited about the year ahead – it’s going to be a fantastic year! 
 

Miss Gardiner: 
I feel very lucky to have the wonderful Miss Gardiner supporting Year 5 this year.  

She will be based with us but will also be continuing her ELSA role across the 
Academy. The children and I think she is fabulous and know that she is going to 

be invaluable in helping the children fulfil their potential. 
 
Curriculum: 

I am extremely enthusiastic about the amazing curriculum that the 
children will be studying in Year 5. A lot of thought and effort 

has been put in to planning topics that are not only interesting for 
the children but also relevant to their lives and 

wider community. This term kicks off with Vikings 
(History), Out of this World (Science), Sikhism (RE) 

and Sculpture (Art and Design). You can find out 
more detail about the content of these topics in the 

subject specific study guides that have been sent 
out to you. It is intended that the children will learn the key facts 

and information outlined in these guides so that we can ‘deepen’ the 
learning in lessons. I would really appreciate your support in 

encouraging your child to do this at home.  

 

As in previous years the children will be taught PE by Mr Clifton and Jigsaw by 

Mrs Goddard, who will also be delivering French to the children. These sessions will 
be on Thursdays so children will need to wear their PE kit on this day. 

 
In English children will be studying ‘The Boy at the Back of the Class’, a 

brilliant book written by the author who our class is named after. We 
will be exploring ‘journey’ narrative and non-fiction speeches, as well as 

revisiting key SPAG skills. Our Maths topic is Place Value, working with 
numbers up to one million, followed by Addition and Subtraction, where 
we will focus on fluency of calculations, reasoning and problem solving.  

We will end the term by beginning our statistic unit.  
 



Homework: 
Reading 

An e-mail was sent out during the first week explaining a bit about the AR reading 
system that is used in key stage 2. Children should receive a reading book during 

week 31 In the meantime, please continue to encourage your child to read the books 
that they have access to at home. If you would like to find out the AR level of these 

books then you can do so using this link: https://www.arbookfind.co.uk It is essential 
that children are reading at home for at least 10 minutes daily as it benefits all aspects 

of their learning.  
 

Spelling 
For Term 1, we will be focusing on securing the spellings from the ‘Y3/Y4 Statutory 

Spellings’ list.  An overview of all the spellings for the term will be sent home with 
your child.  It is divided into 6 dated columns and the children will need to learn the 
18 words for the week identified by the Monday date.  The number of spellings is more 

than would normally be sent home but these words are from the Year 3 and 4 spelling 
list so most children should already know many of them.  There is no expectation for 

how the children learn these spellings so your child can use the methods that suit 
them.  If your child is struggling then please just select 10 words from the column to 

focus on initially.  However, if these difficulties continue please feel free to e-mail me 
(via the office). 

 
Maths 

For Term 1 the focus will continue to be on securing times table knowledge.  The 
children will know which times tables they need to work on and should work on these 
at home, preferably daily. Once the facts have been secured then children should focus 

on speed of recall – how fast can they get? 

 
As the current situation does not make it easy for us to interact face to face, please 

feel free to e-mail me (via the office) if you have any concerns or questions. I look 

forward to getting to know you all a bit better as we venture through this year 

together.  

 
Kind regards, 

Mrs Thomas   
 

 

https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/

