
Water cycle and local  

field study The Americas 
Changes in our local  

environment 
India 

Where do our clothes come 

from? Rainforests 
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Year:  5 Subject:  Geography Unit of Study:  India   

Linked Literature:  A dollop of Ghee and a pot of wisdom, A Jar of pickles and a pinch of justice, Pattan’s 

pumpkin an Indian flood story. 

Vocabulary 

Climate 
Observed weather  conditions and patterns  in 
an area over time. 

Temperate Climate 
Moderate rainfall, mild/warm summers and  
cool/ cold winters 

Tropical monsoon 
climate 

Two dry seasons with low rainfall then a rainy 
season with high rainfall—hot temperatures 

Tropical climate 
Hot  climate with temperatures  above  18   
Degrees  Celsius year round . 

microclimate 
A climate of a very small restricted area that 
differs from the main climate 

The tropics 

The only places on earth where the sun 
sometime shines  straight down. The tropics 
are generally warmer than the rest of the 
world. 

Tropic of Cancer 
Imaginary latitude line  located above the 
equator  that runs across the globe at 23 
degrees north of the equator. 

Tropic of Capricorn 
Imaginary latitude line located below the 
equator 23 degrees south of the equator. 

Monsoon 
A wind pattern that causes  a very wet sum-
mer. The wettest Monsoon happens in Cher-
rapunj in North-eastern India. 

Topography 
The arrangement of  physical and human 
features of an area. 

Low pressure 
The air becomes lighter and rises drawing 
moisture from the earth and creating rains 
and storms. 

Altitude Height above ground or sea level. 

Economy 
The system of how money is made and used 
in a particular place. 

population All the inhabitants of a particular place 

I need to know: 
 
That India is a large country in Southern Asia. Six countries have land borders with India. It is bordered by :  
Pakistan to  the West, China to the North East, Nepal and Bhutan to the North, Bangladesh and Myanmar to 
the East.  India is close to the following bodies of water: Arabian sea to the West , Indian Ocean to the South 
and the bay of Bengal to the South –East. Sri Lanka  lies to the south of India . 
The Tropic of  Cancer passes almost  through  the middle of India. The Tropics are imaginary latitude lines 
which sit 23 degrees north or south of the equator. The sun is  strong in  countries which sit in the tropics and 
as a result the climate is often hotter than those countries which do not. 
 
Some of the key physical features of India are : 
The Himalayas: mountains reaching across Northern India and bordering countries.  India has the largest 
area of snow and glaciers in the world. 
The Deccan Plateau an area of raised land occupying much of central India bordered by two hill ranges.  
The Western Ghats are hills referred to as the ‘backbone of India’ they stretch for 1000K along the west coast. 
The Thar Desert  also known as the ‘great Indian desert’ forms  the border between Indi a and South Eastern 
Pakistan. 
The River Ganges  has  its source in the Himalayas and runs all the way to its Estuary in the Bay of Bengal. 
The Brahmaputra  a river known as the red river due to the red soil it flows through.  
The Bay of Bengal is a  u shaped  basin that runs into the Indian Ocean. 
Some of the key human features  are: 
The Taj Mahal the royal tomb built in the 17 century is one of the seven wonders of the world.  
New Delhi India’s capital city  population 30,291,000 
Mumbai a densely populated city formerly called Bombay and home to the famous Bollywood film industry.  
Mawsynram and nearby Cherrapunji  small towns in the North East of India which are considered the wettest 
places on earth. 
Varnansi  on the River Ganges India’s most sacred and colourful city where Hindus  go to wash away their sins. 
Most cities in India are along the coast as traditionally they provided centres for trade and  commerce. 
 
India’s climate is largely affected by the Himalayas and the Thar Desert . The Himalayas along with the Hindu 
Kush  mountains in Pakistan  provide a barrier  to the cold winds from Central Asia.  It is difficult to generalise  
India’s Climate due to the topography and huge size of the country. India's huge size sees climatic conditions 
in Kashmir (in the North)  having little relation to that in the extreme south. In addition to this, the varied 
topography of the land sees many regions having their own microclimates. As the Tropic of Cancer passes 
almost through the middle of India. India lies in both the tropical and the sub-tropical regions.  

Monsoon is the name of India’s wind system ’ the big wind’ which dominates the Indian Climate . It is different  
from other wind systems as the monsoon changes direction at different times of the year. The monsoon lasts 
from June to October and arrives from the South West. The monsoon is caused by differing temperatures over 
the land and ocean. In India, the southwest summer monsoon is attracted by a low pressure area that's caused 
by the extreme heat of the Thar Desert  and adjoining areas during summer. During the monsoon, the wind 
direction reverses. Moisture-laden winds from the Indian Ocean come to fill up the void, but because they 
can't pass through the Himalayas region, they're forced to rise. They gain in altitude of the clouds results in a 
drop in temperature, bringing about rain.  When the southwest monsoon reaches India, it splits into two parts 
around the mountainous region of the Western Ghats in south-central India. One part moves northwards over 
the Arabian Sea and up the coastal side of the Western Ghats. The other flows over the Bay of Bengal, up 
through Assam, and hits the Eastern Himalayas. Kanyakumari in Tamil Nadu, on the southernmost tip of India, 
receives the first rainfall. The rain can be non-stop  for days and often overwhelm and flood towns and cities it 
then settles into a pattern of heavy rain for several hours a day for months. Monsoons are very important to 
farming in India and other places. Farmers depend on monsoon rains to grow their crops. But the amount and 
the timing of the rains can change greatly from year to year. The right amount of rainfall produces good crops, 
but years of poor rain may result in crop failure over large areas. Flooding from heavy monsoon rains can also 
damage crops. Farming accounts for nearly 15% of India’s economy and is a source of livelihood for more than 
half of the country’s 1.3 billion population. 

The population of India is estimated to be  1.366 billion (compare to UK 66.65 million) Around 30% of Indian 
people live in cities with most of India still rural. New Dehli is India’s capital city. It is crowded, polluted and 
noisy and there is a big  difference between rich and poor people who live there. 

I need to do: 
Identify the 7 continents of the world, the location of the  
equator, tropics of cancer and Capricorn and use direction-
al language. 
Use an atlas, map or map-app to locate Asia and India and 
surrounding countries. 
Use directional language such as North, North-West to 
explain where things are. 
Use location in the world and proximity  to the equator  
make assumptions about climate 
Describe and understand key aspects of human geogra-
phy, including: 

 types of settlement and land use 

 economic activity 

Describe and understand key aspects of  physical  

 Mountains 

 Rivers 

 Desserts 

 Forests  

Prior knowledge: 
Year 2 
Oceans and the environment 
Which continents make up the world? 
London, Bristol and Weston-Super-Mare, a 
comparison of localities 
 
Year 3 
Climate and weather 
Where in the world do we live? 
Oh we do like to be beside the seaside—
field study. 
 
Year 4 
Earthquakes and Volcanoes (Y4) 
The Water Cycle and local field study 
The Americas 
Year 5 
A migration study of the Somali community 
coming to the UK. 

Locate India and describe  its location 

with geographical language. 

Human and Physical features 

of India. 

The impact of location and physical 

features on India’s climate. 

The importance of the monsoon 

season in India. 
The cities of India. Sharing my Knowledge of India. 

https://academickids.com/encyclopedia/index.php/Kashmir
https://academickids.com/encyclopedia/index.php/Tropic_of_Cancer
https://www.tripsavvy.com/major-mountain-ranges-in-india-4687498
https://www.tripsavvy.com/things-to-do-in-kanyakumari-4165568

