
The Romans 

509BC—476AD 

The Anglo-Saxons 

c. 450AD—1066AD 

The Maya 

   250AD-950AD (1670AD) 

The Vikings 

793AD-1066AD 

The Tudors 

1485AD-1603AD 

British Empire  

1600AD-1960AD 
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Year:  5 Subject:  History—Term 3 Unit of Study:  The Tudors Linked Literature:  DK Tudor/Treason by Berlie Doherty/Diver’s Daughter by Patrice Lawrence 

Vocabulary 

Monarch A leader of a country— a King or Queen 

Heir 
The person next in line to the throne who will 
take over when the current monarch dies 

Reign The period of time that a monarch rules 

Church of  England 
Henry VIII created the Church of England so 
that he could divorce his first wife because the 
Catholic church did not permit divorce. 

Divorce The legal end of a marriage 

Treason To betray your country or monarch 

Execution Being put to death / killed 

Beheading 
A punishment which results in your head 
being chopped off with an axe. 

Reformation 
The act of changing (reforming) something eg: 
The reformation of the church to remove the 
Pope’s control. 

Pope The head of the Roman Catholic Church 

Protestant 
A Christian who doesn’t follow the Catholic 
church 

Regnant 
Reigning in own right rather than through 
marriage to someone 

I need to know (continued): 
The Tudors were a Welsh-English family that ruled England and Wales from 1485 
to 1603.  They ruled for 112 years until there were no more Tudor heirs for the 
Throne. The Tudor reign is considered to be interesting because it encouraged new 
religious ideas and overseas exploration. 
 
The Battle of Bosworth took place in 1485 between Richard III and Henry Tudor.  
During this battle Richard III was killed and Henry Tudor took over the Throne as 
Henry VII.  This also marked the end of the War of the Roses between the House of 
Lancaster (red rose) and House of York (white rose) who had been 
fighting for 30 years over the claim to the throne. In 1486, Henry VII , 
a Lancastrian, united these two families by marrying Elizabeth of York 
and the House of Tudor’s emblem combined both the red and white 
rose of both families. 
 
Due to the earlier death of his older brother, Prince Arthur in 1502, Henry VIII 
succeeded to the throne after his father’s death on 21st April 1509, at the age of 
17.   He married his first wife, Catherine of Aragon just 6 weeks later. Probably one 
of the most well known Tudor Kings,  he was selfish and arrogant so by the end of 
his life everyone was afraid of him, mainly because of his ruthless behaviour 
towards anyone who didn’t agree with him.  During his reign, he had 
approximately 70,000 people executed, including 2 of his wives.  Henry VIII brought 
religious upheaval to England.  When he became king,  most people belonged to 
the Catholic Church, which was headed by the Pope in Rome. Because he wanted 
to divorce his first wife, which was not permitted by the Catholic Church, in 1534, 
Henry broke away from the Catholic Church and proclaimed himself head of the 
Church of England.  Followers of the Church of England were called Protestants but 
many people in England were not happy and it divided England, but it remained a 
predominantly Catholic country. 
 
Henry VIII wanted a son to rule after him.  He first married his brother’s widow, 
Catherine of Aragon, but divorced her, after 24 years of marriage, when she had 
only given him a daughter—later to become Queen Mary I. While still married, in 
1533, he married Anne Boleyn in secret and they had a daughter, Elizabeth. But 3 
years later, Henry accused Anne of witchcraft and treason so sentenced her to be 
beheaded. Just 11 days after Anne’s death, Henry married his 3rd wife, Jane 
Seymour who delivered a son and heir to the throne, Edward—later King Edward 
VI. Sadly, 2 weeks after his birth, Jane died from complications of child birth. Anne 
of Cleves, from Germany, was his 4th wife who he married without meeting and 
divorced after just 6 months for being too ugly!  19 days later, he married 
Catherine Howard, but had her beheaded after 2 years, accusing her of treason. 
Henry’s 6th and final wife was Catherine Parr.  She was a good wife and step-
mother to his 3 children.  Looking after him in ill-health, she survived him when he 
died in 1547 aged 55, obese and with a variety of health problems.  

I need to do: 
Continue to develop understanding of 
chronology, placing events and dates on 
timelines. 
Begin to describe changes and make 
comparisons across time. 
Ask and answer questions about the past. 
Use a range of sources to find out about 
the past. Identify primary and secondary. 
Begin to identify which sources are 
reliable. 
Understand that different versions of the 
past may exist and give reasons for this, 
beginning to consider bias. 
Begin to develop own historical enquiries. 
Recall facts, notice links and differences. 

Prior knowledge: 
Vikings came to Britain from Scandinavia—
Denmark, Norway and Sweden—in around 
790AD after the Romans had left.  This was 
the start of almost 300 years of fighting 
between the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings for 
control, power and land in Britain.  Vikings 
were considered to be fearless in battle as 
they believed that death on the battlefield 
was the only way that they could reach 
Valhalla—the hall of Gods. 
 
Vikings settled on farms, building homes from 
natural resources and living off of the land. 
 
The Viking age came to an end in 1066, when 

William I led Britain into the Norman times. 

Who were the Tudors? 
Who was Henry VIII and how 

many wives did he have? 

Who took over the throne from Henry VIII 

and how did it change the country? 
Who was Mary I? Who was Elizabeth I? 

What have we learnt about the 

Tudors? 

I need to know (continued): 
After Henry VII’s death, his son, Edward VI, inherited the throne at the age of 9.  He was a 
strict protestant and under his rule England became a Protestant country and Catholics 
were treated badly.  Due to ill-health, after 6 years he died and was succeeded by his half 
sister Mary—after a 9 day rule by Lady Jane Grey.—in July 1533  Queen Mary I was the 
first Queen Regnant and was a devout Catholic so England was returned to a Catholic 
country.  She punished protestants who refused to accept the catholic beliefs—burning 
them at the stakes, (around 300) which earned her the nickname ’Bloody Mary’.  She was 
popular at the beginning of her reign as people were hoping for a bold Catholic leader but 
by the time she died due to her ruthless religious laws and punishments, as well as her 
unpopular marriage to Philip of Spain, many were glad to see the back of her! 
 

After 5 years on the Throne, Queen Mary I’s half sister, Elizabeth I took over.  She is 
considered to be one of the greatest monarchs of Britain and her reign is referred to by 
some historians as the ‘Golden Age’.  As a strict protestant, she quickly reverted the 
country to the Church of England.  However, Queen Elizabeth I wanted peace and did her 
best to resolve the conflict between the two religions by insisting on protestant beliefs but 
allowed bishops, priest and church decorations from the Catholic church too. She tried to 
make England a fairer place for everyone. Many people believed that a woman wasn’t fit 
to rule, but Elizabeth proved them wrong! She could be as cunning and ruthless as any 
King, and she was a strong, formidable leader, returning stability and power to England. 
She chose never to marry exclaiming that,  “I am already bound unto a husband which is 
the Kingdom of England.” Elizabeth did not want to marry as she feared that it would 
make her less powerful.  After 44 years as a very popular queen, Elizabeth died in March 
1603 but because she had no children, there was not direct heir to the throne so she was 
the last Tudor monarch and was succeeded by James VI of Scotland who became King 
James I of England.   


