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Year:  5 Subject:  Art Unit of Study:  Still life—Things Around Us Linked Literature:  DK Art A Children’s Encyclopaedia, 13 Artists Children Should Know by Angela Wenzel 

Vocabulary 

still life 
A painting or drawing of a group of inanimate 
objects 

observe Notice/look closely 

line 
Using vertical, horizontal, diagonal, zigzag 
and/or curved lines to produce artwork 

pattern 
An underlying structure that organises  
surfaces or structures in a consistent, regular 
way 

texture 
The surface characteristics and appearance of 
an object 

form 
An object that is three dimensional.  Forms 
have length, width and depth. 

shape 
When a line crosses itself or intersects with 
other lines to enclose a space (flat) 

composition 
When you place the objects on the page/in 
position 

proportion The size relationship between different parts 

shadow 
Important to 3D drawing to give depth—  
shows where the lighting is darker 

tone 
The lightness or darkness of something—a 
shade or how light or dark a colour appears 

outline The lines by which a figure/shape is defined 

I need to know: 
Still life is simply a painting or drawing of inanimate objects.  It is different from 
other forms of figurative work in the sense that it cannot move, unlike a figure or a 
portrait, and is close to you—unlike a landscape. 
 
When you paint or draw a still life, an artist sees things in their own way, some 
might be fascinated by the detail, others might notice the shapes more, and others 
might be more interested in the colours. Sometimes, still life art is focused on 
groups of natural objects: food, flowers, fruits, vegetables etc. Whilst others might 
focus on groups of objects made by people: cooking pots, bottles, clothing or 
household objects.  An artist has to set up a still life group before they draw or 
paint it.  They have to decide on the positioning of the objects to make it look 
interesting.  They might put a cloth or a wall behind the objects to connect them or 
place them on a bench or table which is included in the art work.  They will group 
objects rather than spread them out. 
 

Still life is an important type of art because it can tell us a lot about the lives of 
people who lived prior to the invention of the camera.  These two still life paintings 
by Paul Cezanne (1883-7) and Willem Kalf (1653) respectively reflect very different 
experiences. For example, the decorative drinking horn and cloth suggest wealth. 

 
 

I need to do: 
Use sketchbook to collect/record ideas and use 
them to review and revisit ideas.  
Select and record from first hand observation, 
experience and imagination, and explore ideas for 
different purposes.  
Question and make thoughtful observations about 
starting points and select ideas to use in their work.  
Compare ideas, methods and approaches in their 
own and others’ work and say what they think and 
feel about them. 
Work from a variety of sources including  
observation, photographs and digital images. 
Work in a sustained and independent way to create 
a detailed drawing.   
Use dry media to make different marks, lines, 
patterns and shapes within a drawing.  
Experiment with wet media to make different 
marks, lines, patterns, textures and shapes  
Use different techniques for different purposes i.e. 
shading, hatching within their own work.  
Identify artists who have worked in a similar way to 
their own work.  

Prior knowledge/skills: 
Begin to select and record from first hand 
observation, experience and imagination, and 
explore ideas for different purposes.  
Begin to question and make thoughtful  
observations about starting points and select 
ideas to use in their work.  
Begin to compare ideas, methods and  
approaches in their own and others’ work and 
say what they think and feel about them. 
Record ideas in sketch books and begin to 
revisit ideas 
Become proficient in drawing techniques 
Make marks and lines with a wide range of 
drawing implements 
Experiment with different grades of pencil and 
other implements to draw shapes and form 
Begin to show awareness of objects having a 
third dimension 
Begin to experiment with tone and apply it in 
simple ways 
Apply a simple use of texture and pattern in 
drawings 
 

Local artist visit 

 What is still life?  

Comparison and preferences 

Who is Georgia O’Keefe? 

Preferences, O’Keefe or Van Gogh? 

Art inspired by O’Keefe—watercolours 

Who is Paul Cezanne? 

Art inspired by Cezanne—

sketching 

Art inspired by Cezanne—pastel 

or paint? 

Independent still life inspired by 

what we have learnt 

Paul Cezanne (1839-1906) was a French painter whose career spanned more than 40 years, from 1860-1906.  His work is broadly 
post-impressionist, bridging between 19th century impressionism and 20th century cubism.  Wanting to represent real life in simple 
forms, he produced 900 oil paintings, 400 watercolours and over 200 still life paintings.  The focus of his work was varied and  
focused on landscapes, portraits and still life. Cezanne’s work demonstrates a mastery of design, colour and composition.  Painting 
slowly, carefully observing his subject, his brushstrokes are clearly recognisable. He used planes of colour and small brushstrokes 
that build up to form complex fields.  The work of Cezanne inspired many artists including Matisse and Picasso who believed that, 
“Cezanne is the father of us all!”  ‘The Card Players’ (1882) is currently the world’s most expensive painting, selling for $250 million 
in 2011.  Sadly, he died of pneumonia in 1906, aged 67. 

Some other artists who have created art with still life groups are: 
    Henri Matisse                  Giorgio Morandi         Vincent Van Gogh        Audrey Flack 
    (1869-1954)                     (1890-1964)                       (1853-1890)                  (1931-date) 

Georgia O’Keefe (1887-1986) was an American artist born in Wisconsin. The landscape was very 
important to her and this was evident in her work.  She began experimenting with painting close up 
views of flowers using oil paints in vibrant, bold colours.  Painting the flowers at such a close range 
makes the viewer see the object in a completely different way.  Later, she became fascinated by rock 
formations and dried out animal bones.  Being recognised as a pioneer of American 
modernism was unusual for a woman, at this time, in a male dominated art world.  
She died in 1986, aged 98 but has a museum exhibiting her work in Santa Fe. 


