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Year:  5 Subject:  Geography Unit of Study:  Migration and local study 

Linked Literature:  Refugees and Migrants by Ceri Roberts, The Arrival by Shaun Tan,  

Welcome to Nowhere by Elizabeth Laird and The Journey by Francesca Sanna 

Vocabulary 

migrant 
A person who moves from one place to 
another (to live) 

immigrant A migrant arriving in a host country 

emigrant A migrant who is leaving their source country 

persecution 
Someone is unfairly treated often because of 
their religion, race or political beliefs 

refugee 
Someone who has been forced to leave their 
country due to war, persecution or natural 
disaster  and has been granted asylum 

asylum 
Protection given by a country to a refugee 
who has left their home as a refugee 

census 
An official count or survey, especially of 
population 

pull factor 
Factors that are attracting them to the host 
country 

push factor 
Factors that are making a person want to 
leave their source country 

source country The birth/home country of a migrant 

host country  The country that the migrant moves to 

economic migration 
Moving to another place to improve life by 
gaining a better paid job 

climate migration 
Moving to another place as a result of climate 
change/extreme weather conditions like 
drought and rising sea levels 

International mi-
gration 

Movement from one country to another  

National migration 
Movement from one place to another within 
the SAME country 

population All the inhabitants of a particular place 

I need to know: 
Human migration is people moving from one place to another, to stay there. It often happens in large numbers.  
Migration can be within countries or between countries (usually known as immigration).  Humans are known to 
have migrated extensively throughout history.   
 
Sometimes the movement is voluntary, where people are: looking for better paid jobs, more comfortable housing, 
better quality of life, better access to services like schools, hospitals and entertainment—shops, restaurants and 
theatres. However, sometimes people are forced to move due to war, religious and political persecution, famine 
and other natural disasters.  The reasons for migration are known as push and pull factors. Push factors are factors 
that are making them leave their source town/country and pull factors are the factors that are attracting (pulling) 
them towards the new place.  When people are forced to move, they often become illegal immigrants who seek 
asylum from other countries and have little choice but to break the law in order to get to safety. More than half 
of these refugees are children and women.  They often live in extreme poverty, lacking food, shelter, clothing, 
education and medical care.  When they have been granted asylum (protection) by a country they are called a 
refugee.   
 
Migrants will sometimes move around within their source (home) country which is called national migration  whilst 
others may move to different host countries, known as international migration.  These moves can be permanent or 
temporary but migrants may also make several moves.   When a person chooses to move to improve their quality 
of life by gaining a better paid job this is called economic migration.  This can be an advantage not only to the 
migrant but also the host country as it brings skills into the country and also helps to relieve the stress of staff 
shortages, for example in the NHS.  As well as bring highly qualified workers into the country, migrants will also 
work in manual jobs like fruit picking or cleaning.   
 
Over the past century, the Earth has warmed by 1C̊, which is causing ice to melt and sea levels to rise, affecting 
home near the coast,  as well as causing drought in places inland.  As a result, weather conditions are getting 
harsher and more unpredictable, making it harder to prepare and having a profound affect on humans and  
animals. When people leave their homes because of these changes in climate it is called climate migration.  
Bangladesh by the sea level rising (land loss) and residents on the edge of the Sahara Desert are often forced to 
migrate due to drought.  Other extreme weather conditions like hurricanes also contribute to this type of  
migration. 
 
Immigration is quite a controversial issue and many people recognise the many advantages for local communities.  
Bristol is an extremely diverse and multi-cultural society where people from across the globe contribute to the 
community.  As a result, Bristol enjoys a vast variety of food from around the world, exposure to traditions and 
celebrations from a variety of cultures—St Paul’s Carnival and its diversity is celebrated in exhibitions like at the  
M-Shed.  Migrants have also helped relieve the stress of staff shortages in the NHS and other sectors of  
employment, with many migrants coming to Bristol for jobs due to the high unemployment rates in their source 
countries.  However, due to the increase in population from immigration, it also poses some additional challenges 
for the host country as cities are more overcrowded which often results in a shortage of housing and it can also 
place more strain on public services. 
 

Research shows that the number of migrants, particularly from the EU since 2004, when more countries joined the 
European Union,  has significantly increased over the past few decades.  Migrants now make up 16% of Bristol’s 
population—higher than the national average.   
 

Somalis are spread right across the globe with the UK being the home to the largest Somali community in Europe 
(an estimated 108,000 Somali born migrants in 2018), many arriving before the 1990s.  Census data suggests that 
there are around 20,000 people of Somali heritage living in Bristol although this is an approximation as the Somali 
population are not identified as a separate ethnic group but included in both the Black African and Black Other 
groups.  Many Somalis are also Muslims. Somali is one of the most commonly spoken languages in Bristol due to 
number of Somali migrants within the community.  Similarly, to all migrants the Somali population is made up of 
people who have experienced both forced and voluntary migration.  The stories of some of these migrants can be  
heard  from members of the local community  and in The M-Shed exhibition if you want to find out more. (https://
www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/stories/somalis-in-bristol/) 
 

Improving the academic outcomes and opportunities for Somali pupils has been a focus for several years in Bristol 
after research carried out in January 2014 showed that the majority of the pupils in Bristol local authority schools 
were from White British backgrounds and 27.7% of pupils were from Black or minority ethnic group (BME) - largest 
ethnic group being Black Somali accounting for 5%.  Although Reception aged pupils had significantly narrowed the 
gap compared to their peers, GCSE results for Somali children were disappointing in comparison to their peers. 

 

I need to do: 
Describe and understand key aspects of 
human geography, including: 

 types of settlement and land use 

 economic activity 

 
Name and locate cities of the UK (Bristol) 
identifying human characteristics and how 
some of these aspects have changed over 
time. 
 
Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human 
geography of a region of the UK. 

Prior knowledge: 
Year 2 
Oceans and the environment 
Which continents make up the world? 
London, Bristol and Weston-Super-
Mare, a comparison of localities 
 
Year 3 
Climate and weather 
Where in the world do we live? 
Oh we do like to be beside the  
seaside—field study. 
 
Year 4 
Earthquakes and Volcanoes (Y4) 
The Water Cycle and local field study 
The Americas 

What is migration? How do migrants vary? 
How does migration affect people 

and places? 

What are economic and climate 

migrants? 

Migration and Bristol—Stories from 

the Somali Community 

All migrants are forced to leave 

their homes. Do you agree? 


