
The Romans 

(509 BC to 476 AD) 

The Anglo-Saxons 

(450 AD to 1066 AD) 

Mayan Civilisation 

(250 BC to 950 AD) 

The Vikings  

(793 AD to 1066 AD) 
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Year:  4 Subject:  History Unit of Study:  Anglo-Saxons Linked Literature:  Freedom For Bronn, Anglo-Saxon Boy 

Vocabulary 

invasion 
An organised attempt to take over land that 
belongs to other people using force.  

Angles People that came from Angeln, in Denmark. 

Saxons 
People that came from Saxony, in northern 
Germany. 

Jutes 
People that came from Jutland, in north 
Denmark. 

pagan 
A person that believes in the old gods, a 
religion that is not a major world religion 

convert 
To change something to something else; in 
this case to change religion 

trial 
Something tough to complete; something that 
helps a lawmaker decide if someone is guilty 
of doing something wrong 

afterlife A life that you live after you die in this world 

monastery A type of church, often in a remote place.  

  

I need to know (continued): 

this period of time is known as the “Dark Ages”. Much of what we 
know comes from archaeological evidence we have found. 
However, evidence only allows us to make a best guess—we do 
not ‘know’ all of the information for certain.  
 
Anglo-Saxons lived in large single-room houses made of wood, 
with straw rooves. Animals would live inside with them when it 
was cold. Men would hunt and farm, and women would stay 
home to make clothes and cook. They were not viewed as being 
equal. Men would have to go and fight if their landlord told them 
to. The Anglo-Saxon kingdoms did not always get along.  
 
The Anglo-Saxons in Britain followed the gods they had 
worshipped before they arrived, but eventually they converted to 
Christianity and became very strong believers. They built chapels 
and churches across the country and filled them with gold and 
valuables to show their faith in God. The Church (there was only 
one denomination at the time) was incredibly strong and 
powerful, because life was generally awful for most people and so 
it helped to believe in an afterlife where things were better, and 
they feared being sent somewhere where things were even 
worse! Monks were people who gave their lives to God, and spent 
all day praying, helping run the monastery or looking after people 
who needed it. All the nations in Europe followed the Christian 
faith at this time. 
 
Anglo-Saxons had laws and rules that had to be followed. 
Some kings were famous for their justice. These laws were 
often harsher than laws today and can seem strange to 
modern thinking, but did not seem strange at the time.  
 
The Anglo-Saxons eventually created the Kingdom of  
Angle-land (England).  
 
 

I need to do: 
 
Identify key features of a period 
Describe changes in a period of history 
Look at different interpretations of an 
event 
Begin to recognise bias 
Use evidence to describe life in the past 
Explain events using references to prior 
events, predict what might have 
happened next  based on evidence 
Question and understand the usefulness 
of sources 

Prior knowledge: 
The Roman Empire ruled most of 
Europe and had a very strong army. 
They used this army to protect the 
British Isles from internal and external 
threats.  
 
The Romans brought many things to 
Britain, such as reading, writing, 
money and stone buildings.  
 
Fertile farmland was an important 
part of deciding where to live (from 
Egypt and Iron Age topics).  

Who were the Anglo-Saxons, and 

why did they come to Britain? 

What can we learn from the 

Sutton Hoo hoard? 

What was life like as an Anglo-

Saxon? 

What did the Anglo-Saxons  

believe? 
Were Anglo-Saxon laws fair? 

What have we learnt about the 

Anglo-Saxons? 

I need to know: 
 
In 410 AD, the Roman Empire was facing difficulties. 
Because they could get Britain’s resources from other 
parts of their territory, Emperor Honorius pulled 
Roman troops out of Britain and left the Britons to 
fend for themselves.  
 
The Britons were comparatively rich, with good 
farmland, and now had no trained soldiers protecting 
them for the first time in nearly 400 years. Other 
people decided to take advantage of this.  
 
Jutes and Angles from Denmark, and Saxons from 
north Germany, all sailed across the North Sea to 
invade Britain.  
 
When the Anglo-Saxons arrived in Britain, they fought 
back the Romano-Celts over time and established a 
number of kingdoms.. They did not read or write so  

The Ancient Greeks 

(776 BC to 146 BC) 


