
We do like to be beside  

the seaside 

Volcanoes, Earthquakes  

and Mountains 
Rivers and local study The Americas 
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Year:  4 Subject:  Geography Unit of Study: Rivers and local study Linked Literature:  Journey to the River Sea by Eva Ibbotson  

Vocabulary 

meander 
A bend in the river, that can change shape 
over time 

deposition 
Material falling to the river bed, usually on the 
inside of meanders 

silt Tiny pieces of sand or rocks 

oxbow lake 
A lake formed from a river meander when the 
river changes course 

precipitation Water falling from the sky 

current The flow of the river  

erosion 
The wearing away of something, e.g water 
wearing away rock 

valley 
A long trough in the landscape eroded by a 
river 

tributary 
A stream or river that feeds into a larger body 
of water 

floodplain 
Flat land in a valley next to the river. It is very 
fertile. 

I need to know (continued): 
 
There are lots of important rivers in the world: the Nile, the Amazon, the Ganges 
and the Yangtze, among others. They are important to different people for 
different reasons, but some reasons are similar. They used to be a source of fresh 
water when it was not piped into houses, bathing, defences, food, transport, and 
disposing of waste.  
 
Water looks for the easiest path to follow, and can erode ground and rock over 
time. This means that instead of spreading out, it will wear a groove in the land and 
make a river bed. If it is difficult to flow past a part of the land, e.g. a hill or harder 
rock, it will flow around instead—this is a meander. When turning the bend, water 
close to the inside of the bend will move slower and deposit silt. Water on the 
outside of the bend will have a stronger current and erode the bank more. This 
means the river “moves”. 
 
Over time, there might be a faster route than taking the meander—e.g. the harder 
rock has now been eroded away. The river might make a new route, leaving the old 
meander unattached to the rest of the river—an oxbow lake.  
 
The river Severn is the longest river in Great Britain. Its source is in the Cambrian 
mountains in Wales, and it is 354 km long. There are two modern bridges that 
cross the Severn into Wales, and after the second crossing the Severn river 
becomes the Severn estuary. The Romans built a number of settlements along the 
river, but they called it Sabrina. Bridges have been built for at least a thousand 
years—Bristol’s original name was Brycgstow (the meeting place by the bridge). A 
lot of older bridges were destroyed in large floods in 1795, and this gave people 
the opportunity to build new bridges out of iron using industrial technology. The 
first iron bridge in the country was built across the Severn in 1781 and this inspired 
lots of other people to do the same. The river was used for travel by boats, many 
carrying grain, coal and iron. Due to Bristol’s placement on the river, it was easily 
accessible by large boats which provided a lot of wealth 
and growth to the city and helped it become the second 
wealthiest city in England during the 16th C. However, the 
Severn estuary has the second biggest tidal range in the 
world, which means that bridges have always been 
preferable to ferries for reliability.  
 
 

I need to do: 
 
Describe and understand key aspects of 
rivers 
 
Understand how rivers have affected 
humans through history 
 
Say which continent some major rivers 
are on 
 
Present the human and physical features 
of the local area 

Prior knowledge: 
 
The water cycle 
 
We live on an island 
 
Rivers flow to the sea 
 
Floodplains have been useful to  
people to help farming 

What is a river? (Including the 

water cycle)  

Famous rivers and why they are 

important 
How a river changes over time Local study—the river Severn Can I plan a model of a river? 

Can I create a model of a river 

and label it? 

I need to know: 
 
Rivers are naturally flowing watercourses, that usually 
end up in the sea, a lake, or another river. They are 
winding depending on the landscape. Streams (or 
brooks, or creeks) are small and do not follow a 
permanent path; rivers do follow a permanent path.  
 
The source of a river is usually on higher ground, in 
mountains or hills. When it rains or snow melts it 
trickles downhill, gathering more water as it goes. 
Some rivers start from an underground spring or a 
lake. Rivers can have more than one source.  
 
When heated, seawater evaporates into vapour and 
rises. It cools down in the sky and condenses into 
clouds. When there is enough water, it falls as 
precipitation and eventually runs into rivers, then back 
to the sea.  

Where in the world do  

we live? 


