
Volcano art (painting) 
Living things (observational 

drawing and collage) 

Mayan art  

(sculpture) 

Banksy  

(Digital Media) 
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Year:  4 Subject:  Art Unit of Study:  Observational drawing (living things) Linked Literature:   

Vocabulary 

transparent 
A material that is transparent lets light 
through easily 

translucent 
A material that is translucent lets some light 
through, but not all 

opaque 
A material that is opaque lets no light through 
it 

antennae Long, thin, sensory appendages on the head 

thorax 
The part of the body between the neck and 
abdomen, specialised for movement 

abdomen 
The part of the body below the thorax, 
specialised for respiration, digestion and 
excretion 

proboscis A sucking tube that some insects feed through 

texture Depth and “feel” of a material 

observation 
Looking carefully and seeing without adding 
anything else 

I need to know (continued): 

 

Sketching is best way to outline a drawing, without pressing 

heavily on the pencil. Shading can add depth to the drawing 

to make it look more realistic. Observing living (or dead) 

things carefully allows the artist to accurately replicate what 

the creature looks like (instead of what they think it looks 

like). Often the drawing will not look like the creature until it 

is nearly finished.  

 

Acrylic paints work differently to watercolour paints. They can 

be painted straight from the put or diluted with water to 

achieve a different opacity. They dry very quickly, but can be 

painted over if there is a mistake. If colours need to be 

blended it needs to be done on the palette rather than on 

the paper. You should start with large shapes and add 

smaller details later. 

 

Collage is a form of art, and takes time and precision to 

create the best effects - like any piece of art. The medium 

used for collage creates an appearance of texture and should 

be chosen carefully. Layers and shade are as 

important as shape.  

I need to do: 
 
- Create textures with a wide range of 
drawing implements.  
- Apply a simple use of pattern and 
texture in a drawing.  
- Experiment with different grades of 
pencil and other implements to draw 
different forms and shapes.  
- Begin to show an awareness of objects 
having a third dimension.  
-Use sketchbooks to collect and record 
visual information from different 
sources.  
-Draw for a sustained period of time at 
an appropriate level.  
-To become proficient in drawing 
techniques.  
-Select and record from first hand 
observation, experience and imagination, 
and explore ideas for different purposes.  
-Question and make thoughtful 
observations about starting points and 
select ideas to use in their work.  
-Explore the roles and purposes of 
artists, craftspeople and designers 
working in different times and cultures.  

-Compare ideas, methods and approaches 
in their own and others’ work and say 
what they think and feel about them.  

-Adapt their work according to their 
views  
 

Prior knowledge: 
-Select and record ideas from first hand 
observation, experience and imagination 
- Compare ideas, methods and approaches 
in their own and others’ work  
- To become proficient in drawing 
techniques.  
- Experiment with different grades of 
pencil and other implements to achieve 
variations in tone.  
- Experiment with a range of collage 
techniques such as tearing, overlapping and 
layering to create images and represent 
textures  

Looking at butterflies 
Observational drawing of 

butterflies, and shading 
Van Gogh and sketching Painting in acrylic 

Elizabeth St. Hilaire-Newton and 

sketching to collage 
Finish final piece 

I need to know: 
 
Living things can be many different species, and careful 
observation can help us identify what species it is. We 
need to look at something carefully to be able to draw 
it properly.  
 
Vincent Van Gogh is a famous artist from the 
Netherlands during the 19th C. that was known for oil 
paintings with bold colours. He was incredibly 
influential for modern art, but was not very successful 
when he was alive.  
 
Elizabeth St. Hilaire is a living artist who works with 
collage, in bright colours and paint. She was born in 
New England and has won a number of awards for her 
work, and published 3 books about art.  

Greek pottery  

(sculpture) 

Jenny Urkhart  

(painting and collage) 


