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Year:  4 Subject:  Art Unit of Study:  Volcano watercolours Linked Literature:  Earth Shattering Events—Sophie Williams & Robin Jacobs 

Vocabulary 

watercolours Paints that rely on application of water 

Vesuvius A volcano in Italy; a subject of our paintings 

Pompeii A Roman city; a subject of our paintings 

subject What the painting is about 

landscape 
The orientation of a piece of paper; a picture 
focusing on scenery  

perspective 
A viewpoint, with things in the distance being 
smaller and things in the foreground being 
larger 

Focal point 
A point in the artwork that your eyes are 
drawn to 

Centre of interest 
A point in the artwork that your brain is drawn 
to 

Golden Ratio 
A mathematical explanation of what our 
brains find beautiful in art 

I need to know (continued): 
 
Perspective is how things change with distance; particularly that if something is 
further away it appears smaller. This includes buildings—the closer end of a long 
building will appear larger than the further away end of the building. The horizon 
will always appear flat and provides a point of reference for the human eye.  
 
The paintings we will be looking at have one or more focal points and centres of 
interest. This will always be offset from the centre of the painting, following the 
general rules of the Golden Ratio. The brain can be caught between these if they 
are not designed thoughtfully, which can detract from the final piece of art—it is 
key to make a centre of interest a focal point of the painting, especially in one of 
the areas that is heightened by the Golden Ratio.  
 
To achieve my best painting, I need 
to know how to look after my 
paints and paintbrushes. I need to 
know how to apply the paint to the 
paper with the appropriate 
amounts of water to achieve the 
effect I desire.  

I need to do: 
Understand and apply the principles of 
the Golden Ratio (in simplified form). 
Design a landscape with appropriate focal 
point(s) and centre(s) of interest. 
Use watercolours to paint the landscape. 
Mix and blend colours as necessary to 
create natural and appropriate tones for 
my artwork.  
Evaluate my work continuously and adapt 
as necessary, making improvements as I 
go. 
Discuss and appreciate art in many forms. 
Question and make thoughtful 
observations about starting points, and 
select ideas to use in my work. 
Use the language of colour accurately 
when mixing.  
Experiment with colour for effect and 
mood.  
 

Prior knowledge: 
- know different effects and textures inc. 
blocking in colour, washes, thickened paint 
creating textural effects. 
- work with on a range of scales e.g. thin 
brush on small picture etc.  
-  be able to create different effects and 
textures with paint according to what they 
need for the task.  
- mix colours and know which primary colours 
make secondary colours.  
- use more specific colour language.  
- mix and use tints and shades.  

Introduction to landscapes and 

the Golden Ratio 

Design a landscape and evaluate 

design  
Draw landscape  

Watercolour practise and paint 

care 
Begin painting Finish painting 

I need to know: 
 
Pompeii was a Roman city destroyed by the eruption of 
Mount Vesuvius; we know about it because a lot of 
evidence was preserved.  
 
Many people have painted images of this event  
because it captured public interest (as did the 
subsequent eruptions of Vesuvius, particularly in the 
18th century when Pompeii was rediscovered).  
 
Watercolour painting is very old; cave paintings were 
made with watercolour, and used to illustrate 
manuscripts since at least 3000 BC. It is now frequently 
used to paint landscapes, because it can blend colours 
in a natural way and is easy to apply to large areas.  
 
 

Roman Catapults  
Volcano Art  

(landscape) 


