
Stone Age to Iron Age 

50,000 BC– 500BC 

Ancient Egypt 

3000BC-332BC 

Ancient Greeks 

776BC-146 BC 

Romans 

509BC-476AD 

Anglo-Saxons 

450AD-1066AD 
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Year:  3 Subject:  History Unit of Study:  Stone Age to Iron Age Linked Literature:   UG Boy Genius of the Stone Age 

Vocabulary 

prehistoric 
Comes from ‘pre-history’ and means the time 
before written records began.  

migration 
Leaving an area or country to live somewhere 
else.  

Ice Age 
A time when thick ice sheets called  glaciers 
covered huge areas of land.  

Bronze 
A metal alloy made from a mixture of copper 
and tin.  

alloy 
A metal made by combining two or more 
metals to improve it.  

Celt 
The people living in Europe during the Iron 
Age.  

tribe 
A group of people living together, usually with 
a leader.  

hillfort 
A settlement built on a hill  so as to use thiss 
for defensive advantage.  

settlement 
A place where a group of people have chosen 
to build permanent homes.  

archaeologist 
Someone who digs up and studies the remains 
of historic sites.  

I need to know (continued): 

 

Skara Brae is a prehistoric village that was built around 3000BC. It 
can be found on the Orkney Islands off the north of Scotland. It 
was discovered after a storm in AD 1850 removed the earth that 
had been covering it. The village tells us a lot about life in the late 
Stone Age, including what people ate and what sort of tools they 
used. 
 
Bronze was first used in the Middle East around 3500BC. As  
people travelled to other countries, the knowledge of how to mix 
the copper and tin to make bronze was brought with them. It was 
brought to Britain in about 2100BC and replaced stone as the  
preferred material for making tools and weapons.  
 
Metal ploughs transformed farming  and people began to settle 
more in lowland areas and clear forests to make room for larger 
farms. During the Bronze Age communities began to compete for 
land which led to them building fences around small villages and 
farms. 
 
The Iron Age followed the Bronze Age when iron replaced bronze 
as the chosen metal for making weapons and tools in 750BC. The 
people living during the Iron Age are known as Celts and parts of 
their culture still live on today. Hillfort settlements  dominated 
Britain during this time as they gave a defensive advantage and 
provided homes for hundreds of people. Maiden Castle in Dorset 
is one of the largest Iron Age hillforts in Europe.   
 
Druids were the priests of Celtic tribes and their job was to  
communicate with more than 400 hundred gods that the people 
believed in. They also acted as doctors and lawyers in Celtic tribes.  
 
  

   

I need to do: 
Begin to develop understanding of 
chronology, placing events and dates 
on a time line. 
Begin to describe changes across a 
period of time. 
Ask and answer questions about the 
past 
Begin to use a range of resources to 
find out about the past.  
Make comparisons between the lives 
of those in the past and our lives 
today.  

Prior knowledge: 
 
There are similarities and differences 
between our lives and those who lived 
in the past. 
Events that have happened in the past 
shape the way that we live today. 
Significant people who lived in the past 
have influenced the way that we live 
today.   

 
 

Who were the first people to live 

in Britain?  

What did humans need to survive 

in the Stone Age? 
How did metal change the world? 

How did communities change 

from the Bronze to Iron Age? 

How did Celtic life differ from our 

lives today?  

What have we learnt about pre-

historic Britain? 

I need to know: 

About 2 million years ago the earliest  
human species appeared in Eastern Africa. 
They slowly migrated and spread all over 
the world. 
The Stone Age was a time in history when 
early humans used tools and weapons 
made out of stone. The Stone Age is divided 
into three periods and the exact dates for 
each period vary across the world. The Old 
Stone Age (Palaeolithic) lasted from the first 
use of stones until the end of the last Ice 
Age. The Middle Stone Age (Mesolithic) 
lasted from the end of the Ice Age until the 
start of farming. The New Stone Age 
(Neolithic) lasted from the start of farming 
until the first use of metal.   



Lesson content and skills Learning in books Evaluation 

Consider how life would be different without transport, technology, supermarkets. 

Learn where that the earliest humans appeared in Africa and migrated to Europe. They 

were hunter/gathers and moved with the seasons. People first settled in 10,000BC.  

Look at a timeline of Stone Age to Iron Age to understand where our learning is going.  

Complete the ‘Rubbish Bin’ activity to understand how important artefacts our to learn 

about the past but that they do not give us the full picture.  

 

 Begin a timeline of events in prehistoric Britain that will be 

added to throughout the topic. (Arrival of man in Britain in 

10,000BC) 

 Write a recount of morning during Rubbish Bin activity.  

Write a conclusion about what we can learn from complet-

ing this activity when studying history.  

 

Consider why the Stone Age is called this and what stone was used for at this time.  

Look at images of Skara Brae and ask questions about what can be seen. Learn about 

what this prehistoric site has taught us about life in Stone Age Britain.  

 

 Add to timeline (Skara Brae 3000BC) 

 Annotate photo of Skara Brae house.  

 

Learn about where bronze came from and that it was brought to Britain at a later date. 

Iron replaced Bronze in 500BC. Look at the changes in weapons and tools and consider 

the impact these changes had on everyday life.  

 

 Add to timeline (Bronze arrived in Britain 2100BC) 

 Photos of artefacts found that show the change in tools 

over time. Children to write about how these changes 

made life easier.  

 

Look at the ways that the changes to farming influenced where people settled. Learn 

about the houses built at this time and why defensive settlements started to dominate 

Britain.  Study Maiden Castle and understand the advantages of hillfort settlements.  

 

 Add to timeline. 

 Label Maiden castle. 

 Answer question why did hillforts become popular in the 

Iron Age? 

 

Learn about life in Celtic Britain during the Iron Age and make comparisons between 

their lives and our lives today.  

 

 Add to timeline (Iron replaced Bronze (500BBC), Romans 

invaded (43AD) 

 Similarities and differences between life today and life in 

Celtic Britain.  

 

Use knowledge organisers, books and variety of resources to present what has been 

learnt in this unit. Focus on how the way that people lived changed during each period.  

 

 

Double Page Spread about then changes in the way people lived 

through Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron age.  
 


