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Year:  3 Subject:  Design and Technology Unit of Study: To  make a Sarcophagus Linked Literature:  Egyptians– How they made things work. 

Vocabulary 

sarcophagus 
stone coffin or a container to hold 
a coffin 

coffin 

A long narrow box typically made 

of wood ,in which a dead body is 

buried or cremated. 

Mummy 

A body of a human being that has 
been preserved by removing its 
internal organs. 

design 
A plan or drawing produced to 
show how something will look, 
work or function 

tools 
A device or instrument used to 
carry out a particular function. 

measure 
Ascertain the size, amount or 
degree of something. 

protractor 
An instrument used for measuring 
angles. 

angle 
The space between 2 intersecting 
lines to the point where they 
meet. 

joint 
The point at where an artificial 
structure joins. 

hinge A moveable joint or mechanism 

mechanism 
A system of parts working togeth-
er in a machine 

assemble 
Fit together separate component 
parts 

evaluate 
To determine the significance, 
worth or condition of something 
through studying. 

I need to know  

 

 A sarcophagus is a stone coffin or a container to hold 
a coffin. Although early sarcophagi were made to 
hold coffins within, the term has come to refer to any 
stone coffin that is placed above ground. 
... Sarcophagi might hold more than one coffin. They often 
had pitched roofs.  

 A mummy is the body of a person (or an animal) that has 
been preserved after death.  

 That before making something I need to design it first, 
considering shape, size, materials to use and purpose. 

 A design can be added to, improved, adapted and should 
be followed to create the end product. 

 That although a sarcophagus is made of stone, we are using 
thick cardboard as it is an appropriate material for the 
weight of our mummy. 

 How to measure accurately to the nearest cm using a ruler. 

 That I must hold a ruler straight and measure in cms 

 That a protractor is used to measure an angle. 

 How to hold and use a protractor. 

 That scissors can cut through thin card but a Stanley knife is 
used to cut through thicker card. 

 That a hinge is a movable joint or mechanism on which a 
door, gate, or lid swings as it opens and closes or which 
connects linked objects  

 That the limbs of a mummy can be joined by rolling tinfoil, 
placing strips of wet paper towel over it and covering with 
PVA glue 

I need to do: 

I need to be able to reflect on a 

range of designs, saying what 

material works best and why. 

I need to be able to evaluate my 

design for future improvements. 

Prior knowledge: 
Children should know that in order to 

create a purposeful product they 

must first come up with an idea, then 

consider what materials and tools 

they will need, and then draw up a 

design for the product.    

 

Children should also know that they 

should evaluate their product after 

they have made it and assess what 

they feel went well and what they 

believe that they could have done 

better.   

Can I design a sarcophagus? Can I measure accurately? 
Can I cut, join and use a hinge 

effectively? 

Can I use appropriate design and detail to 

decorate a product? 
Can I make a mummy to scale? 

Can I evaluate a designed prod-

uct? 


