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Year:  3 Subject:  Geography Unit of Study:  Weather and Climate Linked Literature:  The Last Polar Bear, The Tree That’s Meant to Be  

Vocabulary 

Weather 
A description of what day-to-day conditions 
are like in a particular place. 

Climate 
The average weather condition over a long 
period of time. 

Equator 
Imaginary circle around the earth, splitting it 
equally into two parts: Northern Hemisphere 
and Southern Hemisphere.  

Arid A land or climate that has little to no rain.  

Tropic 
The Earth’s surface that is closest to the 
equator is called the tropics.  

Polar 
A habitat which is very cold and dry but some 
wildlife can survive in it.  

Continent Continues expanse of land.  

Oceans A body of water  covering the earths surface. 

I need to know (continued): 

 

Thermometers are used to measure the air temperature and an 

Anemometer is used to measure wind speed.  

Climate is a description of the average weather conditions over a 

long period of time in a specific place. The climate across the 

world has changed over thousands of years. The UK has  

experienced both Tropic and ice age climates.  

The Equator is an imaginary central line around the earth.  

Anything laying south of the equator is in the Southern  

Hemisphere and anything laying north of the Equator is in the 

Northern Hemisphere.  Two imaginary lines that circle the globe 

mark the boundaries of tropics . The Tropic of Cancer marks the 

northern edge and The Tropic of Capricorn marks the southern 

edge.  The tropics are the part of the earth where the sun  

sometimes shines straight down, making them warmer parts of 

the Earth.  

Tropical temperatures are warm or hot throughout the year, but 

experience wet and dry seasons. Tropic regions are far from the 

equator and are drier. Some tropic regions such as deserts are dry 

or arid receiving little rainfall a year. Areas closest to the equators 

are the wettest with a lot of rainfall all year round.  

Polar habitats are located at the very top and very bottom of the 

earth. They are cold, windy and have snow and ice. Animals  who 

live in polar habitats have adapted by having thick fur or feathers 

and hunt fish rather than eating plants.  

 

I need to do: 
Begin to develop an understanding  

of the position of the equator and its 

significance to weather.  

Understand how you can measure 

and record weather.  

Know the difference between  

weather and climate.  

Be able to label all of the continents 

and oceans.  

Prior knowledge: 
 
The name and location of the world’s 
seven continents and five oceans. 
 
The name and location of the four 
countries and capital cities of the 
Unites Kingdom and its surrounding 
seas.  
 
The seasonal and  daily weather 
patterns in the United Kingdom 
 
The location of hot and cold areas of 
the world. 

Where am I in the World? 
Why are weather forecasts  

important? 
What is the weather like today? 

Where are the hot places in the 

world? 

Where are the  cold places in the 

world? 
What is a natural disaster? 

I need to know: 
The world is split up into seven different 

continents and five oceans. All of the  

countries of the world are located in seven 

different continents: Europe, Africa, North 

America, South America, Asia, Oceania and 

Antarctica. There are five oceans that cover 

just over 70% of our planet and are all  

connected together. These are: the Atlantic 

Ocean, the Pacific Ocean, the Indian Ocean, 

the Southern Ocean and the Artic Ocean. 

Weather is a description of what the  

conditions are like in a specific place such as 

hot or cold, wet or dry and windy or calm. 

The weather can be measured using  

different apparatus.  

 


