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Year: 2  Subject:  Science  Unit of Study:  Local Environmental Habitats and Food Chains Linked Literature:  Bug Hotel, A first book of nature. 

Vocabulary 

Alive  
Something that moves, grows, breathes, 

reacts and reproduces. 

Dead  Was once alive 

Food chain  A way of recording who eats what.  

Habitat  Where an animal of plant lives 

Micro-habitat  Very small habitats  

Predator  An animals that preys on other animals  

Prey  An animal that is eaten by another animal  

Carnivore  Meat eater  

Herbivore  Plant eater 

Omnivore Meat and plant eater 

I need to know (continued): 
 

All living things need energy they get this energy from food, a food 

chain shows how energy is passed between plants and animals all 

food chains include a producer. This is something that has the 

ability to make its own food, usually a plant. Plants make their 

own food using sunlight, water and air. This is called 

photosynthesis.  The plant is eaten by a living creature. In the food 

chain, it's called a consumer, maybe a caterpillar. The caterpillar is 

a herbivore. It's a consumer that only eats plants, but some 

consumers also eat other living creatures. A bird, for example is an 

omnivore, because it eats both plants and insects or animals. 

Animals that only eat other creatures are called carnivores and 

these animals are found at the top of the food chain. If one part of 

a food chain is taken away, it will affect all the other creatures in 

the chain. Humans are part of a food chain too. Our food has 

sometimes been through many stages before it gets to us, but it 

always starts with a producer.  

Simple rules for food chains are: A food chain tells us who eats 

who. Food chains do this by using arrows. The arrows means ‘is 

eaten by’. 

Micro-habitats are very small habitats. They could include brick 

walls, log piles, under hedges and leaves and plant pots or rock 

pools. They are a very specific habitat which supports the survival 

of certain animals and plants. A micro-habitat will differ from the 

larger environment around it, making is suitable to one or more 

species.  

Micro-habitats help to encourage biodiversity in the plant and 

animal kingdom where they can adapt and thrive.  

I need to do: 
 
Identify that most living things live in 
habitats to which they are suited.  
 
Describe how different habitats provide 
basic needs of different kinds of animals 
and plants.  
 
Identify and name a variety of plants and 
animals in their habitats , including 
microhabitats. 

Prior knowledge: 
 

Different animals live in different 

places. A habitat is where an 

animal lives in the wild and has 

adapted to it’s environment in 

able to survive.  

In our local environment, we 

would find animals such as foxes, 

squirrels, badgers and hedgehogs.  

How is a habitat different from a 

micro-habitat? 

What is a producer in a food 

chain? 
What is a consumer in a food chain? 

Do all food chains start with a 

plant? 

How do teeth show us what animals 

eat? 

Why do different animals survive in 

different habitats? 

I need to know: 
 

Our environments are full of things that are 

living, dead and things that have never been 

alive. In order for something to be classified as 

alive, there are certain things that it needs to do. 

Basically, living things are able to move, breathe, 

grow, reproduce,  get rid of waste and eat. They 

also need to be able to know when something 

changes, e.g. gets colder or warmer. These ideas 

are more difficult to understand with plants, 

because we cannot see them move, breathe, get 

rid of waste or make their own food.. 


