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Year:  2 Subject:  Geography Unit of Study:  Which continents make up the world?  Linked Literature:  The Hunter, Old Man Of The Sea  

Vocabulary 

Continent  
A large area off land which consists of several 

countries. 

Country  
A piece of land that is controlled by a single 

government. 

Ocean  A large area of sea. 

Equator  
An invisible line drawn on the earth that 

divides the northern hemisphere and the 

Human feature  
Something that is man-made such as build-
ings. 

Physical fea-
Something that is natural that is not man-

made such as mountains. 

Climate  The weather conditions in an area.  

I need to know (continued): 

 
Asia is the largest continent and covers one third of the land on Earth. Asia 

consists of 48 countries. China and India are world’s most populated countries, 

with around 1 billion people in each. The world’s highest mountains, the 

Himalayas are in Asia. Asia is home to animals such as Asian elephants, tigers and 

giant pandas.  

Antarctica is the continent at the South Pole and it is almost entirely covered in 

ice. It is the fifth largest continent and is surrounded by the Southern Ocean. It 

gets so cold that no one lives there all the time! Scientists from 29 countries visit 

research stations throughout the year. It is home to animals such as penguins, 

seals and seabirds.  

Africa is the second largest continent. It is between the Atlantic and Indian Oceans. 

To the north is the Mediterranean Sea and to the south is the Southern Ocean. The 

north of Africa is mostly covered by Earth’s largest desert, the Sahara. Africa is 

also home to the world's longest river, the Nile. Africa has 54 countries. Africa has 

large animal reserves such as the Serengeti, Masai Mara and Kruger. These are 

home to wildlife such as lions, rhinos, zebra and elephants. 

Australasia is the smallest continent. It includes Australia, New Zealand, New 

Guinea and some small islands. Australia is bordered by the Indian Ocean and 

Pacific Ocean. It has animals that are not found anywhere else on Earth, like the 

kangaroo and koala because it is not near any other country.  Oceania includes 

thousands of tiny islands that are not part of any continent.  

Europe is the second smallest continent. There are 44 countries. The climate 

ranges from very cold winters in the north to warm areas in the south, in 

countries like Spain and Italy.  

North  America is the third largest continent. It is made up of the USA, Canada, 

Mexico down to Panama, as well as the Caribbean islands. It has coasts on the 

Pacific and Atlantic oceans and is connected to South America by land. 

South America stretches from just above the equator down to the Antarctic. The 

Amazon River runs through South America and is surrounded by the world’s 

largest rain forest.  

I need to do: 
 
Identify the seven continents and 
explain how they are different.  
 
Use maps, atlases and globes to 
identify continents around the 
world.  
 
Understand important  landmarks 
in different continents.  
 
Know the difference between 
human and physical features. 

Prior knowledge: 
 

We live in  a country called 

England which is in Europe.  

There are five oceans in the 

world. The are the Atlantic, 

Pacific, Indian, Southern  

and Arctic.  

Understanding simple 

directions such as forwards, 

backwards, left and right 

and linked them to 

understand north, south, 

east and west.  

What a key is and how to 

create one when creating 

maps.  

 

What is a continent? 
What is the difference between a 

continent and a country? 
How are the continents different? 

Is the climate different  in all 

continents? 

Which continent has the largest    

population? 
Do all continents have mountains? 

I need to know: 
 

A continent is a large area of land that is 
separated from others by water or other 
natural features. There are seven continents 
on Earth and together they cover one third of 
the world, with the oceans covering the other 
two thirds. Five of the seven continents are 
joined by land by another continent, while 
Antarctica and Australasia are separated by 
oceans. Each continent has a wide range of 
different landscapes, weather and animal life.  
 
The seven continents are Asia, Africa, North 
America, South America, Antarctica, Europe 
and Australasia which is sometimes known as 
Oceania.  


