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Year:  2 Subject:  Art Unit of Study:  Brunel Linked Literature:  Beatrice Alemagna—A lion in Paris  

Vocabulary 

Shape  
A flat area surrounded by edges or an 
outline. 

Tone  The lightness or darkness of a colour.  

Texture  The surface in a piece of art.  

Depth  
The apparent distance from front to 
back or near to far in a piece of art. 

Shading 
Used in drawing by adding dark and 
light areas to make it look like there is 
depth to the art piece.  

Collage  
Where paper, photographs and fabric 
are arranged and stuck down to create 
art.  

Contrast  

The opposite of  something to create 
variety and interest such as light and 
dark, rough and smooth, large and 
small.  

I need to know (continued): 
 
It was originally designed for horse-drawn carriages, but it still 
meets the demands of over 11,000 vehicles crossing it every day. 
 
The first balloon flight in Bristol was actually indoors on King Street 

in 1784. People could pay to go inside and see the balloon and also 

pay more to see the balloon filled with air. 

200 years later, a Scottish engineer moved to Bristol. His name was 

Don Cameron. He helped design ‘The Bristol Belle’ and went on to 

own the world’s largest hot air balloon company. Fifty years ago, 

the first modern hot air balloon in Britain flew for the first time. ‘The 

Bristol Belle’, had it’s first flight on 9th July 1967.Since then, Bristol 

has been known as the hot air ballooning capital of the UK. Every 

year since 1979, the Bristol International Balloon Fiesta has taken 

to the skies of Bristol. 

Beatrice Alemagna is an Italian illustrator and author. She was born 

in Italy in 1973. She has published 30 children’s books. In many of 

her books, she uses contrast of colour to add effect to her 

illustrations. Dark and bright colours are often used in her books.  

Drawing a landscape can be achieved through a range of media. 

Pencils, rubbers, crayons, pastels, charcoal, pens and chalk can all 

be used to create a piece of art.  

Drawing techniques such as using thick and thin lines, using 

shapes and creating new shapes will be explored whilst creating 

The Clifton Suspension Bridge. Tone will be investigated and how 

drawing light/dark lines, light/dark patterns and light/dark shapes 

can add the effect of depth and texture.  

Texture can be demonstrated by using dots and lines to show 

patterns. Collage can be added to enhance drawings by adding 

different media.  

 

I need to do: 
 
Continue to develop understanding of 
tone, shading and texture.  
Explain how shapes can be used to show 
they are near and far.  
Develop collage skills by using different 
media.  
Use skills shown by Beatrice Alemagna in 
my own work.  
Understand that a drawing can be  
improved on every attempt. 

Prior knowledge: 
 
Brunel is an important person in 
Bristol and in the UK. He created lots 
of famous landmarks in the UK.  
 
The Clifton Suspension Bridge is one 
type of bridge but there are different 
ways that bridges are built.  
 
Tone is used when white or black are 
added to a colour to make it lighter 
or darker. 

Why is Brunel important? 

 

Why are hot air balloons         

important to Bristol? 

What techniques could be used 

to add depth? 

What could be used to add     

collage to a drawing? 

How could you create the illusion that the 

balloons were at different distances? 

How could tone improve a     

drawing? 

I need to know: 
 
The Clifton Suspension Bridge was designed 
by the Victorian engineer Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel. He was 24 when he was appointed 
the project from a competition.  
 
Work began in 1831, but the project had 
political and financial difficulties, and by 
1843, only the towers were completed and 
then the project was abandoned. Brunel 
described the bridge as ‘my first child’ and 
the bridge which took 33 years to complete, 
marked the beginning of a great engineering 
career for Brunel.  
Brunel died aged 53 in 1859, but the Clifton 
Suspension Bridge was completed as a 
memorial for him.  


