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Year:  2 Subject:  Geography Unit of Study:  Oceans and the environment—Ceesay and Attenborough  

Linked Literature:  The Storm Whale, The Coral Kingdom, One Day on Our Blue Planet: In the Ocean, Flotsam,  

Somebody Swallowed Stanley, Dear Greenpeace 

Vocabulary 

Ocean 
A large area of water between  

continents. Oceans join seas together. 

Coast  

The part of the land alongside a sea or 

ocean. The boundary where land meets 

water is the coastline. 

Pollution 

Something that is introduced into the 

environment that is dirty, unclean or 

has a harmful effect. 

Equator  

An invisible line drawn around the 

middle of the earth at equal distance 

from the poles.  

North Pole and 

South Pole  

The most northern point of the earth 
and the most southern point of the 
earth.  

Continent  
A large area of land which consisted of 

several countries.  

Sea  

Seas are smaller than oceans. They are 

normally located where land and ocean 

meet.  

Ocean current A current is the motion of the water.  

I need to know (continued): 
 

The ocean is deeper in some places than others. We call these different 
depths, layers. Each layer has it’s own characteristics and unique set of 
animals which live there. 
 
Water in the oceans is constantly moving in patterns. These patterns are 
called currents. Some currents move slowly, while some move quickly. The 
currents move the water around the world, moving warm and cold water all 
over the planet. 
 
Ocean currents also help move anything that floats. That could be boats, 

or unfortunately rubbish. Rubbish can be transported by the currents all 

around the world. It pollutes the oceans and can be harmful to sea  

creatures.  

The Pacific Ocean is the biggest ocean in the world. It reaches from North 
and South America to Asia and Australia. The Pacific Ocean is surrounded 
by a line of volcanoes known as the Ring of Fire. It is also home to the Great 
Barrier Reef, which is the largest coral reef in the world. 
 
The Atlantic Ocean is the second biggest ocean in the world. It reaches from 
North and South America to Europe and Africa. The Atlantic Ocean is huge, 
but only half the size of the Pacific Ocean. The Mid-Atlantic Ridge, the 
longest mountain range in the world, is underwater in the Atlantic Ocean.  
 
The Indian Ocean is the third biggest ocean in the world. It is named after 
the country of India. The Indian Ocean is home to many endangered sea 
creatures, including turtles and seals.  
 
The Southern Ocean is the second smallest ocean in the world. It is the 
coldest and wildest ocean in the world. The Southern Ocean is home to 
emperor penguins, blue whales, elephant seals, giant squid and the  
wandering albatross. 
 
The Arctic Ocean is the smallest ocean in the world. It surrounds the Arctic. 
Often, the Arctic Ocean is completely covered in ice. Polar bears live on the 
ice that covers the ocean and can swim in the water. The ice covering the 
Arctic Ocean is getting less every year due to climate change.  

 
Isatou Ceesay was born in Gambia, Africa. She is known as the Queen 
of recycling. She started a recycling movement called One Plastic Bag. 
She taught women to recycle plastic into products they could sell.  
 
David Attenborough is a broadcaster and natural historian from England. 
He has spent his life exploring every area of the world . He has learnt 
about animals, fossils, oceans and everything in-between. He has spent 
his life writing books and presenting programmes to teach the world 
about our environment and how we can help it. 

I need to do: 
Identify the 5 oceans and explain how 
they are different.  
 
Identify oceans on a map by using a key. 
  
Use maps, atlases and globes to identify 
oceans around the world.  
 
Compare two oceans. Discuss what is 
similar and different.  
 
Develop understanding on how coasts 
are an important part of oceans.  
 

Prior knowledge: 
 

Understand that during the four seasons, 

the weather changes. When the weather 

changes, things in our environment change 

too.  

Used basic geographical vocabulary to 

refer to beach, forest, hill, river, sea, ocean, 

season and weather. 

Understand simple directions such as  

forwards, backwards, left and right and 

linked them to starting to understand 

north, south, east and west.  

Created a simple map of their local area 

and identify some human and physical 

features on the map. 

What are the 5 oceans and what 

makes them different? 

What are the layers of the oceans and how 

can different animals adapt to  them? 

How are Attenborough and Ceesay 

making change in the world? 

What is a coast and how are they 

important to oceans? 

What types of current are there and how 

does rubbish move around the world? 

How can we adapt out lifestyle to 

improve the quality of our oceans? 

I need to know: 
 
There are five oceans on earth that cover just over 
70% of the planet. They are all connected  
together. The five oceans are; the Atlantic Ocean, 
the Pacific Ocean, the Indian Ocean, the Southern 
Ocean and the Arctic Ocean.  
 
 
There are over 700,000 different species of animal 
that live in the ocean. The ocean is also full of tiny 
plants which help to produce oxygen, which we 
need to breathe. On top of this, oceans also  
provide food for many creatures, including humans 

 
 


