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Year:  2 Subject:  History  Unit of Study:  Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole  Linked Literature:  Comparing People from the Past: Nightingale, Seacole, Cavell  

Vocabulary 

Nurse A person trained to look after sick people 

war  
A period of fighting between two states or 

countries 

Battle A fight between  two armies  

sutler 
A person who followed an army and sold food 

and supplies to the soldiers  

injured Physically hurt 

Crimea 
An area of land that used to be in Russia that 

is now part of Ukraine.  

Cholera 
A disease that is spread through dirty water 

that causes diarrhoea and can lead to death 

empire 
A group of countries or states ruled by one 

ruler. 

disease A sickness that stops the body from working 

cavalry Soldiers who ride horses. 

I need to know (continued): 

 
Unwell so Mary looked after him.  Her husband and her mother died in 

1844.  These deaths were devastating for Mary.  In 1850, she helped 

people in Jamaica who had cholera.  

Mary asked the War Office if she could join the nurses in the Crimea.  

They said no.  She paid for her own trip and went. 

 

In 1855, Mary went to the British soldiers’ camp in Crimea and set up 

a shop that sold food and supplies to the soldiers.     She often went 

onto the battlefield and comforted injured soldiers or gave them  

medicine.  She looked after them so kindly that they called her ‘Mother  

Seacole’.   Mary died in London in 1881.   

 

Florence Nightingale was born to a wealthy family in 1820 in Florence, 

Italy.   Her family did not want her to become a nurse, they wanted her 

to get married instead.   In 1837 Florence refused a marriage proposal 

and in 1844 she started at nursing school in Germany.  

  

In 1850 Florence looked after people who had caught cholera.  She 

made hospitals cleaner and then fewer people died.   In 1854, Florence 

was asked to get nurses together to look after soldiers in the Crimea. 

She sailed there with 34 nurses days later.  Florence Nightingale walked 

around with a lamp, visiting her patients. The soldiers, started calling 

her the “Lady with the Lamp.”  

 

In 1855 The Queen gave Florence a special brooch and some prize  

money.   In 1860 she used the money to set up a training school for 

nurses at a hospital in London.  

 

I need to do: 
Continue to develop understanding of 

chronology, placing events and dates on 

timelines. 

Begin to describe changes across time. 

Ask and answer questions about the past. 

Use a range of sources to find out about 

Prior knowledge: 
People from the past shape the present.  In 

the past, hospitals were not very clean and 

people sometimes got sicker when they 

were supposed to be being made better.    

 

When countries  disagreed over something 

or were fighting for control of a country or 

area of land they used to send their armies 

into battle to fight one another.   

 

Great Britain had an empire which was 

made up of lots of different countries and 

areas of land that it had invaded and taken 

control of.   

What was the Crimean War? 
What were hospitals like in the 

Crimea? 

Who was Florence Nightingale and 

why was she important? 

Who was Mary Seacole and why 

was she important?  

How were Mary Seacole and Florence 

Nightingale similar and different? 

What have we learnt about Mary 

Seacole and Florence Nightingale? 

I need to know: 
Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole were 

both nurses who helped care for sick and 

wounded soldiers during the Crimean War.    

The Crimean War was fought between Russia 

and Turkey, France, and Great Britain.   More 

soldiers died from disease than their injuries 

in battle due to poor sanitation in the  

hospitals.  

Mary Seacole was born in Jamaica more than 
200 years ago in 1805.  In 1836, Mary married 
Edwin Horatio Hamilton Seacole.  They set up 
a shop in Black River, but Edwin became  


