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Year:  2 Subject:  Art Unit of Study:  Fruit and Vegetables—Still Life Linked Literature:  Handa’s Surprise, The Very Hungry Caterpillar, Stumpkin 

Vocabulary 

fruit 
A food that contains seeds and 
comes from the flower of a plant. 

vegetable 
A food that comes from the rest of 
a plant. 

botanically plants or plant life  

line  A  moving dot. 

Pattern When a design is repeated. 

shape  A flat area with an edge . 

tone  
The lightness or darkness of a 
colour 

texture 
The fell of a surface such as 
smooth or rough. 

I need to know (continued): 
 

Still life painting has been popular since the 17th century. 
 
Still life work is the opposite to drawing of moving objects 
like humans and animals.  
When creating a still life, the objects will never move. This 
means you are able to take time with the art and you are 
able to focus on aspects such as the texture and shape. 
 
When creating a still life, artists mainly use oil paints but 
also use watercolour paints, acrylic paints and pencil. 
 
Fruit and vegetables are a popular choice for still life 
paintings and drawings because you can arrange them in 
different ways depending on what you want the focus to be. 
 
Carl Warner is an artist. He was born in Liverpool but lived 
most of his childhood in Kent. As a child he spent a lot of 
time listening to music, drawing and imagining places. 
Warner started life as an illustrator but eventually found 
photography much more interesting. He began creating 
landscapes out of food items, calling them ‘foodscapes’. The 
first ‘foodscape’ was called ‘Mushroom Savanna’. 
 

I need to do: 
Continue to develop understanding of 
colour, shape and texture. 
Begin to describe how to create tone by 
making colours lighter or darker. 
Ask and answer questions about still life 
drawing. 
Use a range of sources to find out about 
the work of Carl Warner. 
Begin to understand how fruits and  
vegetables are grown. 
Understand that you can use different 
materials to create still life drawings.  
 

Prior knowledge: 
 
Fruits and vegetables are foods that 
we eat to stay healthy.  
There are lots of different types of 
fruit and vegetables.  
Shapes and sizes of fruits and  
vegetables.  

What is the difference between a 

fruit and vegetable? 
What does ‘still life’ mean? 

How can you create shadows 

with pencil? 
What is tone? 

How can you show texture 

through a drawing? 

Why is shape important when 

drawing still life? 

I need to know: 
 

Botanically, fruits contain seeds and 
come from the flower of a plant. The 
rest of the plant is considered a  
vegetable. In cooking, fruits are  
considered to be sweet while  
vegetables are more savoury.  
 
A still life is a work of art, most often 
a painting. In a still life, objects 
like flowers, fruit, or glasses are  
arranged in a certain way, and then 
painted. Most still life drawings or 
paintings are of objects manmade or 
natural.  

https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Painting
https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Flower
https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Fruit
https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Glass

