
Reception Study Guide 

Summer 1 Term 

Maths   

In Maths, children are now working in groups based 

on their confidence with number.  This allows for 

precise and targeted teaching to move learning on. 

The circles are taught by Miss Parsons, the triangles 

are taught by Miss Kitchen and Mrs Crafer, and the 

rectangles are taught by Mrs Turfrey. 

The circle group are focusing on really knowing their 

numbers to 10, learning how to order them, how to 

count carefully and solving practical problems such as 

addition and subtraction.  

The Triangles are focusing on building confidence 

with teen numbers and understanding one more and 

one less.  

The rectangles are developing their problem solving 

and independence with number, and starting to learn 

their number bonds to 10.  

 

 

Phonics and reading  

During the term, children will continue to read weekly with an adult using 

their phonetic knowledge to decode words from a text and blend these 

sounds together. From our informal assessments last term, there were 

many gaps in the Phase 3 sounds we taught during remote learning and 

so we are recapping those sounds to ensure the children are confident 

reading and writing them before moving on with the rest of Phase 3.  

Find below the weekly breakdown of the sounds children will be learning 

(subject to minor changes): 

Week 1:  ng, ai, ee, igh + all  

Week 2: oa, oo, ar, or + are 

Week 3: ur, ow, oi + they 

Week 4: ear, air, ure + you 

Week 5: er  

 

Week 6: recap Phase 3 

Literacy 

Our literacy topic this term is ’growing’. We will begin with a non fiction topic 

exploring how seeds grow, and learn about what they need to thrive. We will 

experiment in class with growing things in different places and different 

conditions. The children will even have responsibility for growing their own little 

plants!  We will spend a week exploring the book ‘Oliver’s Vegetable’, and taste 

lots of different types of veggies! Our topic will then evolve into the farm and 

learning about different animals, through the books ‘What the Ladybird Heard’ 

and ‘Farmer Duck’.  



Jigsaw 

On a Thursday, children will continue to take part in Jigsaw sessions with Mrs Goddard. The 

children will be learning the children talk about the key relationships in their 

lives. They learn about families and the different roles people can have in a 

family. They explore the friendships they have and what makes a good 

friend. They are introduced to simple strategies they can use to mend 

friendships.  

The children also learn how they can use Jigsaw’s Calm Me when feeling upset or angry.  

Creativity 

In our creative area children will be 

becoming independent when using the 

resources. Children will be using various 

tools to stick and fix things together. 

Treasury tags, split pins, hole punches, 

staplers, glue sticks, PVA glue and tape will 

be accessible to children to choose from; 

promoting independent choices and 

opportunities to make some great 

masterpieces!  

When using scissors, children will be 

continuing to develop their skills to control, 

manipulate and correctly cut along different 

types of lines.  

Paint will be available daily for children to 

self-serve using pump bottles. During this 

time, children will develop their knowledge 

of colour mixing and what happens when we 

mix the different primary colours together 

and have a go at this 

independently. 

  

Daily 

Activities 

Daily, children will 

continue to practise 

writing their name, 

using the pre-cursive 

writing style.  

Children will take part in 

Dough Disco where 

they will practice 

developing their finger 

strength, and various 

other fine motor 

activities. 

Physical Development 
We Intend our children to learn: 

This is the first stage of maturity in the primary years. Movements are still being learnt 

and developed and children tend to play alongside a friend rather than with one. Basic 

rules and behaviours are being learned and children show great enthusiasm to have a go 

as experience has not yet taught them fear or danger awareness. There is a limited 

awareness of space and others. 

You are likely to see children like this from reception and into the early part of year 2.       

We intend children to learn: 

 To move and be still under basic control so that movements are performed with 

accuracy and clarity 

 To repeat and co-ordinate simple movement combinations so that they link 

together  

 To use simple equipment with purpose and basic control 

 To find and use space well showing an awareness of others and basic safety 

 How to use simple tactical, compositional and exercising ideas with consistency. 

 Explore and use a small range of basic tactical, compositional and exercising 
ideas with some prompting  


