
Reception Study Guide 

Spring 2 Term 

Literacy 

Our literacy topic this term is ’minibeasts’. We will 

begin our topic during our remote teaching at home, 

and the children are going to do lots of minibeast 

hunting in the outdoors! We are going to learn about 

different types of minibeasts, and how to describe 

them. We will even use our phonics to label them! We 

will learn about where minibeasts live, and we will 

learn the word ‘habitat’ to describe this. We are going 

to build minibeast hotels for the minibeasts to live in!  

We will also begin learning about life cycles this term, 

and will focus on the life cycles of butterflies and also 

frogs. We will even have our own pet frogspawn and 

caterpillars to look after! 

We are going to learn 

about the names for 

baby animals, and start 

to understand how the 

circle of life works.  

Phonics and reading  

During the term, children will continue to read weekly with an adult using 

their phonetic knowledge to decode words from a text and blend these 

sounds together. This term we will be focusing on consolidating the sounds 

the children have learnt during remote teaching, and will be informally 

assessing children to find out what they have learnt and what 

gaps there might be in their phonics knowledge for us to 

support with in school. We will be having a big push on writing 

letters and how to form them correctly. We will also be looking 

more closely at features of sentences, for example using capital 

Maths   

In Maths we have been focusing on developing our understanding of teen 

numbers. We have been using our topics as springboards into our 

learning, and have been exposing the children to a variety of maths 

problems to solved linked to their topic. We will begin learning about 

doubling, halving and 

sharing, and will continue 

solving a variety of 

addition and subtraction 

problems.  

  



Jigsaw 

On a Thursday, children will continue to take part in Jigsaw sessions with Mrs Goddard. The 

children will be learning the children talk about the key relationships in their 

lives. They learn about families and the different roles people can have in a 

family. They explore the friendships they have and what makes a good 

friend. They are introduced to simple strategies they can use to mend 

friendships.  

The children also learn how they can use Jigsaw’s Calm Me when feeling upset or angry.  

STEM 

This term we will be beginning our STEM 

sessions! We will be looking at types of 

materials, and exploring what is 

waterproof and what isn’t. We will use 

this knowledge to make a coat for the 

class bear to keep him dry in the Spring 

showers!  

We are also going to explore floating 

and sinking and the properties of 

materials related to this. We will make 

our own boats using this knowledge to 

see if we can float a toy for 10 seconds! 

We are also going to be celebrating 

British Science Week and will be making 

some junk modelled mini beasts! 

 

  

Daily Activities 

Daily, children will continue to practise writing 

their name, using the pre-cursive writing style.  

Children will take part in Dough Disco where 

they will practice developing their finger 

strength, and various other fine motor 

activities. 

Physical 

Development 

Children will continue to have their 

weekly PE sessions with Sam. In these 

sessions, children will be learning ball 

skills and how to pass a ball in different 

ways, such as overarm, underarm and 

with your foot. 

Children will have access to activities to 

practice fine 

motor skills 

such as small 

bead 

threading. 


