
Reception Study Guide 

Autumn Term 

Maths  
Children will be continuing ‘Number of the day.’ During this  

session children will be developing their knowledge of the  

number, knowing one more and one less, the written numeral and 

various ways to represent that number. This is helping  

children to deepen their understanding of what numbers  

represent and how they can be manipulated. 

Additionally, children will be learning facts about 2D shapes and  

beginning to understand their different properties. As the term  

develops, children will be developing their concept of time and will 

begin to identify the days in the week and months in the year. 

Phonics and reading  

During the term, children will be reading weekly with an adult using their pho-

netic knowledge to decode words from a text and blend these sounds togeth-

er. Children will be continuing to learn tricky words that the Tricky Troll has 

sent them and apply this knowledge when they are 

reading.  

Find below the weekly breakdown of the sounds chil-

dren will be learning (subject to minor changes): 

Week 1: g,o,c 

Week 2: k, ck, e, 

Week 3: u, r, h 

Week 4: b, f/ff, l/ll 

Week 5/6/7: Recap and consolidate Phase 3 sounds.  

Literacy 

In Literacy, children will begin practising their story telling skills 

by recounting main events from a set text. Children will use this 

knowledge to sequence the story; knowing what happened 

first, next and finally. Children will be diving deeper into the 

characters of books and using pictures, speech and vocabulary 

as prompts to find out what the characters might be like. Our 

first text will be Owl Babies. 

Physical Development 

After settling into PE with Sam so well, Reception are going to 

be developing their PE skills by focussing on their hand-eye co 

ordination. Children will be using this skill when playing dodge-

ball, handball and football. When in the classroom children will 

have access to our ‘Funky Fingers’ station where they can prac-

tice threading, their pincer grip and finger control developing 

their fine motor skills.  



Jigsaw 

On a Tuesday, children will continue to take part in Jigsaw sessions with Mrs Goddard. Be-

tween now and Christmas, children will focus on the puzzle piece ‘Celebrating Differences.’ 

They’ll be understanding what they are good at, learning about families and 

homes that might be different to theirs, knowing how to be a good friend 

Creativity 

In our creative area children will be 

becoming more independent using 

the resources. Children will be using 

various tools to stick and fix things 

together. Hole punches, staplers, 

glue sticks, PVA glue and tape will 

be accessible to children to choose 

from; promoting independent choices 

and opportunities to make some great 

masterpieces!  

When using scissors, children will be 

continuing to develop their skills to 

control, manipulate and correctly cut 

along different types of lines.  

Paint will be available daily for chil-

dren. During this 

time, children will 

develop their 

knowledge of col-

our mixing and 

what happens when 

Singing 

Singing is a great way for children to ex-

press themselves and explore different 

rhythms, beats and genres of music. We 

will continue to sing a great selection of 

songs; adding these to our repertoire… 

 

1. Days of the week 

2. Months of the Year  

3. You’ve got a friend in me– Randy New-

man  

4. What a Wonderful world– Louis Arm-

strong  

When singing, we will encourage children 

to use the Makaton ac-

tions. Makaton is a special 

way to communicate; com-

Daily Activities 

Children will take part in a series of 

sessions that happen daily or various times 

throughout the week. 

Daily, children will practise writing their 

name, using the pre-cursive writing style. 

This style eventually helps children to devel-

op joined up handwriting.  

Example: h e l l o 

Children will take part in Dough Disco where 

they will practice developing their finger 

strength.  

Additionally, children will be introduced to 

either Beat Baby or Listening Lola. These ac-

tivities allow children to develop their listen-

ing, attention and rhythm skills. These are 


