
Year 4 Timetable 13th May 2020 

Reading 
Mission:   
30 
minutes  
  

Children to read or support them to read the following text. 
 

Did you know that chocolate grows on a tree? 
All the chocolate we eat comes from one rather special 
plant—the cacao tree. These trees produce fruits 
containing 30-50 seeds. At first the fruits are green but 
they turn red when they are ripe.  

The seeds, once they have been dried and roasted, are made 
into chocolate. The Cacao tree grows best in tropical 
rainforests where it is warm and wet. It takes at least 3-5 
years before a tree will grow fruit.  
 

Chocolate was first discovered 2000 years ago by the 
Mayas and Aztecs living in Mexico and Central America. 
The Aztecs mixed cocoa beans with chillies and black 
pepper to make a spicy hot chocolate drink. Montezuma 
was the ruler of the Aztecs and he is believed to have 
drunk up to 50 cups of chocolate every day.  

 
In 1521 Spanish explorer Hernando Cortez arrived in 
Mexico. He was welcomed by Montezuma and the 
Aztecs because they believed he was a messenger from 
their gods. However Cortez took Montezuma prisoner 
and attacked and conquered the Aztec Empire. When he 
tried drinking the chocolate he didn’t like it because it 
was too bitter but he still took chocolate back to Europe 

where it soon became very popular.  
 
Chocolate arrived in England around 1657 but you had to be 
rich to drink it as it was very expensive. It slowly became 
cheaper but it wasn’t until the Victorian times that chocolate 
bars were invented. Today there are many thousands of different types of 
chocolate bar. Kit Kat used to be the most popular chocolate bar in this 
country- 47 Kit Kats are eaten every second in Britain! Today the most 
popular chocolate bars are Dairy Milk and Mars bars.  
 
 
 

 
After they can decide whether the following statements are true or false. Colour any 
false statements in red.  



 

Hernando Cortez brought 
chocolate to Europe. 

47 Kit Kats are eaten every 
second in Britain. 

The Aztecs were the first to 
make a chocolate drink. 

Hernando Cortez reached 
South America from Spain in 
1920. 

The cocoa beans are made into 
chocolate in a factory. 

Kit Kat is the biggest selling 
chocolate bar in Britain. 

Cocoa beans grow inside the 
fruit of the Cacao tree. 

The cacao tree needs warmth 
and water. 

The fruits are green at first but 
turn red when they are ripe. 

Every fruit has about 30-40 
seeds [beans] inside it. 

To make 20 bars of chocolate 
you need the fruit of 1 tree. 

The Cacao tree can grow 
anywhere. 

More than half the world’s 
cocoa comes from America. 

Chocolate contains caffeine. 

The Aztec emperor Montezuma 
drank 20 cups of chocolate a 
day. 

The Aztecs made a chocolate 
drink mixed with chilli peppers 
and black pepper.  

 
 

Hernando Cortez took chocolate back 
to Europe. 

47 Kit Kats are eaten every second in 
Britain. 

The Aztecs were the first to make a 
chocolate drink. 

Hernando Cortez travelled from 
Spain to South America in 1920. 
1521 

The cocoa beans are made into 
chocolate in a factory. 

Kit Kat is the biggest selling 
chocolate bar in Britain. Mars or 
Dairy Milk 

Cocoa beans grow inside the fruit of 
the Cacao tree. 

The cacao tree needs warmth and 
water. 

The fruits are green at first but turn 
red when they are ripe. 

Every fruit has about 30-40 seeds 
[beans] inside it. 

To make 20 bars of chocolate you 
need the fruit of 1 tree. 

The Cacao tree can grow anywhere. 
Tropical rainforest. 

More than half the world’s cocoa 
comes from America. Africa 

Chocolate contains caffeine. 

The Aztec emperor Montezuma 
drank 20 cups of chocolate a day. 50 

The Aztecs made a chocolate drink 
mixed with chilli peppers and black 
pepper.  

 

Writing 
Mission:  
 30 
minutes 

 
Today we are going to revise inverted commas. This is something that is frequently 
misunderstood!  
 
BBC Bitesize has a lesson and some activities here: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z4rbgwx 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z4rbgwx


Alternatively, you could complete this activity:  

 
Maths 
Mission:   
30 
minutes   

Today’s times table is the 12 times table. 
 
Today we are revising subtraction again. This in particular is a skill we need to make sure we 
get right every time! 
 

Remember column subtraction: 

 
2 ones – 6 ones would give a negative number, so we need to regroup. 
Regroup 1 ten from the tens column to the ones column, leaving 6 tens in the tens column. 
12 ones – 6 ones = 6 ones. 

6 tens – 5 tens = 1 ten.  



BBC Bitesize has a set of lessons here: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrtsy9q 
 
Alternatively, you could complete this activity:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrtsy9q


 

 
 

Topic 
Mission:  
 Day 3 

 Aztecs were a warlike society who believed in bloodthirsty gods and human sacrifice, 
but they also had some incredible achievements, such as the “floating gardens” that 
allowed them to grow food on lakes. 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
These were called “chinampas”.  
 
My challenge this week – can you make your own chinampa? I thought this would be a 
great idea, but it might be tricky – there is an alternative activity in tomorrow’s lesson.  
There is a guide for making one here: https://www.instructables.com/id/Build-an-
Aztec-Water-Garden/. There is an alternative one here: 
https://www.greenmylife.in/floating-gardens/ 
 
You would need:  
Bamboo or vines (or sticks)  
Compost (or soil) 
Seeds (cress, herbs) 
A container for water (perhaps a large mixing bowl – I don’t suggest your bathtub!) 
The tricky part – banana or palm leaves, or straw. I don’t know if there could be a 
replacement material for this part, you could experiment and see what works! 
Because this is not going to be long-lasting, normal leaves from outside may work. 
Twine (or zip ties) 
 
Method: 
Create a square frame from your bamboo or sticks. You can weave these together as 
much as possible – over and under – to create a strong base. Tie it all together with 
your twine.  
 
Cover the base in your straw or leaves, and cover that in compost. It doesn’t matter if 
some falls in the water. Sprinkle the seeds in the compost – and you should be done! If 
you leave it on a windowsill it will hopefully grow.  
 
Because this is only going to be a tiny example, you shouldn’t need many materials. 
Please send photos if you manage to build one! 

https://www.instructables.com/id/Build-an-Aztec-Water-Garden/
https://www.instructables.com/id/Build-an-Aztec-Water-Garden/
https://www.greenmylife.in/floating-gardens/


 
 

 
 

 


