
Timetable 15th April 2020 

Reading Mission:   
30 minutes  
  

Children to read or support them to read the following poem. 
As the lid is lifted off our world 
the day goes quiet dark and cold 
then down comes night 
and if cloud free 
look up 
you’ll find the galaxy 
 
A billion trillion maybe more  
lights like lanterns on a shore 
GIANTS they are and from so far 
they just seem small  
we call them STARS 
 
And we have one it’s called THE SUN 
but did you know it’s where we’re from? 
There’s more of that as you’ll soon see 
Now let’s head back through history 
 
Once upon a star  
There were no stars to shine 
No Sun to rise no Sun to set 
no day no night nor any time 
there was no Earth or Universe 
until a great explosion burst 
 
A mighty BOOM 
A huge KERRANG 
That scientists call THE BIG BANG! 
 
So then what? 
 
EVERYTHING! 
 
As all of space and time begin 
Very slowly first of all 
The Universe would have to cool 
 
A sea of stars at last were born 
Gradually they fired and formed 
Out of clouds of dust and gas 
Each a mighty sparky mass 
And one of these became our Sun 
Our solar system had begun! 
 
Giant rocks and fire blew 
and so in time our planets grew 
And right down here our Earth did too! 
With skies so wide and oceans blue 
 
Then life swam crawled flew 
 



And still our Sun gives us delight 
Our warmth our food our daily light 
 
It’s at the heart of everything for round the Sun the planets spin 
 
We’re from that star that seems so far 
We’re made of stardust yes we are 
 
So what are you? 
YOU’RE A STAR! 

 

After they can answer these questions. These can be verbal 
answers or they could be written down or typed. Children could 
even draw their responses. Suggested answers are in italics.  
What did you think of the poem? Why? 
Your child’s answer with reasons. 
Why would you only see the galaxy if “cloud free”? 
Otherwise clouds will be in the way of the stars. 
What writer’s device is “lights like lanterns on a shore”? 
It is a simile. 
Why might the author have written GIANTS in capital letters? 
To emphasise they are very big. 
Some of this poem can be slightly tricky to read. What piece of 
punctuation has the poet deliberately left out that could separate 
some of these clauses? 
Commas. 
Look at the verse “Once upon a star”. What is it describing? Hint: 
Yesterday’s reading task discussed this too! 
It is describing how we think there was nothing at all before the Big 
Bang. 
What does the word “gradually” mean? 
Slowly, a bit at a time. 
What did the stars form out of?  
Dust and gas. 
What word tells you that the planets did not just appear once there 
was the Sun? 
The planets grew. 
What things does the Sun give us? 
Our warmth, our food, our daily light. 
There are billions of galaxies and millions of stars in each. Do you 
think it is possible that somewhere there is life? Why or why not? 
Your child’s answer, with reasoning. 
If you were to land on an planet that has alien life, what might you 
possibly find? 
Imaginative answers! 

Writing Mission:  
 30 minutes 

Today you are going to plan your story! Yesterday you chose what 
you wanted it to be about, and today you need to choose what will 
happen in each part of the story.  



Introduction: Who are your characters and what is the problem they 
have to face? E.g. You have time travelled to the future but your time 
machine has broken. 
 
Questions to think about:  
What is the setting? 
Who are your characters?  
Why will the reader like your character? 
What is the problem they face?  
What would your characters do in that situation? (Panic, run away, 
fight) 
 
Build-up: How does the problem get worse? E.g. The time machine 
needs a rare crystal to be fixed and they are only found many miles 
away. This section is often the longest. 
 
Questions to think about: 
How will your character try and solve the problem?  
How would they treat people they meet? (Ask for help, avoid them) 
What dangers will they have to get past?  
Is anyone going to try and stop them? If so, why? 
Does your character have to grow and learn new things to make 
them a better person? 
 
Climax: How does your character reach the problem’s solution? E.g. 
You defeat the giant frog monster that lives in the crystals and take 
what you need. This section is often the shortest. 
 
Questions to think about: 
How will you make this part the most exciting bit of the story? Hint: 
description helps! 
How will you make the reader want your character to win?  
If someone is trying to stop them, how will you explain why they 
wanted to? (E.g. the frog was a rare creature and they were trying to 
protect it.) 
 
 
Resolution: What happens afterwards. E.g. you fix the time machine 
with the crystal and go home.  
 
Questions to think about:  
Is your problem actually solved?  
How do your characters feel about the solved problem? 
What is going to happen now the problem is solved?  
How should your story end? (Happily ever after – the end is usually 
not the best way!) 
 



These Missions have been designed to be accessible, using little resources and most 
importantly fun for your children to complete. Please use what you can, any 
resources you do not have could be substituted for something else and suggestions 
have been made for this where possible. 
 
 

 
 

Once you have figured all of these things out and answered as many 
questions as you can, you could think about adjectives or adverbs 
that are going to make your story more interesting.  
 

Maths Mission:   
30 minutes   

Complete the chart at the end of the timetable to find out how long 
each day was between sunrise and sunset. Use timelines (earliest 
time at the start, latest time at the end and count up hours and 
minutes) to help you find the answer. 

Topic Mission:  
 Day 2 

Using the pictures from yesterday as some inspiration, you are today 
going to plan what your picture might look like. “How on Earth (or in 
space) will I do that?” you might ask, “It’s all colour based!”  
 
Just like with our painting, the beauty of this piece of art will not 
come from your drawing. It helps to have an idea in your mind what 
it could look like at the end, and to quickly sketch on some paper 
that idea to make sure it looks on paper like it looks in your head.  
 
It might be that for a piece of art as nebulous (haha) as this, you wish 
to skip the planning stage and dive straight in, drawing it as you go. 
For this piece of work that could work very well, but you might find it 
trickier if you have not practised a lot first.  
 
A tip is to draw little circles for the stars, and then take great care 
NOT to colour them in. Instead, they can stay blank white – or with 
the faintest hint of blue or red depending on the star.   


