
Year 4 Timetable 1st May 2020 

Reading 
Mission:   
30 minutes  
  

Children to read or support them to read the following text. 
In 1216, King John was an unhappy man. He was king of England, yes, but he had 
never been as popular a king as his older brother Richard “the Lionheart”. To make 
matters worse, he had insulted France and then lost the war badly. Finally, his nobles 
and barons had gotten fed up with his bad temper and desire to be as rich as possible 
– even putting people in prison just to take their gold! They had made him sign an 
important document called Magna Carta, which took some power and authority 
away from him so that the nobles could make some decisions to rule the country. 
King John was definitely unhappy. 
 
John decided to do something 
about it. He started to travel 
around the country, attacking 
the barons who had forced him 
to give up some of his power 
and taking their gold as 
payment. After laying siege to 
Rochester castle, John was 
taking a safe route away from 
enemies across a huge, flat, 
muddy area of land by the sea 
in the East of England, called 
The Wash.  
 
Across it, to make travel easier, there was a long stone causeway – a straight road of 
stone. However, as John approached the causeway, one of his advisors stopped him.  
“My King, I grew up in this area. It may look safe now, but the tide comes in across 
this land very quickly and it is the wrong time of day. We must go around to avoid the 
danger,” the advisor said. King John looked back at his baggage train; four heavy 
carts, filled with his possessions. One held all his clothes and bed gear, one held his 
weapons, armour and hunting equipment, and two held all of the treasure he had 
stolen from the barons – and the crown jewels of England, that had been made two 
hundred years before.  
“How long will it take to go around?” he demanded. The advisor looked thoughtful. 
“It will take a day to travel up a river and cross the nearest bridge, and another day to 
travel back again,” he told the king. 
“What rubbish!” John exclaimed. “We can get across now in a single hour!” With 
that, he kicked his horse into a trot and set off along the stone causeway with his 
guards. Behind him, his carts creaked into life and followed with the rest of his 
soldiers.  
 
About a quarter of the way across the causeway, John noticed that he couldn’t see 
the flat brown mud on either side of the causeway any more. Instead, on either side 
of the stone road, shallow water rippled – as if the stones were a bridge across a lake.  
 
When he was halfway across, the clip-clop of the horses’ hooves had vanished – 
replaced with a splish-splash as the water rose over the stones. John nudged his 
horse to be a little faster.  
 
By the time he was three quarters of the way across, John could no longer see the 



causeway and he kicked his horse into a gallop to make it to the other side safely.  
 
As he reached drier land, the water was now beginning to reach up to his horse’s 
knees, and the king and his guards splashed out of the water on the other side. With 
horror, he turned back to look at his carts. All four had trailed behind, being slower 
and heavier than a man on a horse, and the horses pulling them were beginning to 
struggle. The water was now beginning to reach a quarter of the way up the carts’ 
wheels.  
“Don’t just stand there, get in and help them!” John ordered his guards. His men 
obediently splashed back in to the rapidly rising water, pushing hard at the carts until 
the first one broke free of the tide, the horses breathing hard and snorting. The king 
watched them silently from his safe, dry vantage point, heart beating wildly in his 
chest. The water was now halfway up the wheels. With a mighty effort, the second 
cart escaped the swirling, muddy water. The horses all but collapsed in their harness, 
exhausted. Before the guards could convince their own horses to go back in the 
water, the two remaining cast began to rise on the tide, and were swept away into 
the sea.  
 
John stood for a moment, drenched but not feeling the chill air. Fighting dismay, he 
ran to the first cart. Sweeping back the protective cover, he found… his armour and 
weapons. Well, good, he thought to himself – I can still fight if I need to. Feeling 
numb inside, he ran to the second cart. Inside, he found… his clothes and bedding, all 
ruined by the muddy saltwater. John sat on the ground with a thump. He had lost it. 
All the treasure. All his gold, the taxes he had taken from people. And the crown 
jewels. The crown of England. All gone, taken by the sea.  
 
Not long after this, John grew ill. He had been dealt such a blow by the loss of the 
crown that he did not have the strength to fight it, and died. 800 years later, King 
John is still one of the more famous English kings, though not necessarily for reasons 
he might have liked, and is forever remembered for dying as a king without a crown. 
 
After they can answer these questions. These can be verbal answers or they 
could be written down or typed. Children could even draw their responses. 
Suggested answers are in italics.  
Who was king before John? 
He brother, Richard the Lionheart. 
What was the name of the important document the nobles made John sign? 
Magna Carta. 
Where in the country is The Wash? 
In the East of England. 
Why do you think the area is called The Wash? 
Because the tide rises quickly/the sea washes things away.  
How did the advisor know this would happen? 
He grew up in the area/had seen it before. 
Why would the causeway make travel easier across The Wash? 
Because otherwise they would be walking on wet mud/sand rather than a 
stone road.  
Why did King John decide to travel across The Wash anyway? 
It would take too long to go around. 
What adjectives would you use to describe King John? 



Any appropriate adjectives, e.g. selfish, greedy, incompetent, cruel, arrogant. 
Read the paragraph that starts “As he reached drier land, …”. What do you 
notice about how John deals with the situation he finds himself in? 
He sends his guards back into danger while he stays safe.  
Do you think King John was a good ruler or a bad ruler? Explain your answer.  
Your child’s answer, with explanation. 

Writing 
Mission:  
 30 minutes 

Today you are writing your report about your chosen king or queen. Then you 
can decorate it!  
 
A non-chronological report provides facts about something. We made one 
about wolves, and about the Romans. You should include: 
Headings and subheadings 
Expanded noun phrases 
A picture of your subject (you could draw this or find a photo) 
 
There is an example of a non-chronological report at the end of the timetable. 
 

Maths 
Mission:   
30 minutes   

We have decided it would be a good idea to explicitly set some times tables practice 
every day to help keep us sharp! You could have your own mini-test at the end of 
week, and send me the results if you like! As a reminder, there are plenty of online 

games to help practise these as well (e.g. https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-
games/hit-the-button). 
 
Today’s times table is the 8 times table. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


 

 

Dan bought a packet of crisps and an ice cream. 

 

The cost of both of them together is in one of the boxes below. 

 

 

Use these clues to find out how much he paid. Cross out any 

answers that CANNOT be correct to narrow your options down and 

find the right answer. 

 

1. You need more than three coins to make this amount. 
2. There would be change if you used the most valuable coin to buy 

them. 

3. The crisps cost more than 50p. 

4. You could pay without using any copper coins. 

5. The ice cream costs exactly twice as much as the crisps. 

Remember the coins used in the UK are 1p, 2p, 5p, 10p, 20p, 50p, £1 and £2.  
 
 
 

 
Topic 
Mission:  
 Day 5 

It is easy to make a very simple crown, but there are lots of ways to make it a 
more interesting and challenging task. To create a simple crown and decorate, 
you could print or draw a template and cut it out, e.g. at  
https://www.firstpalette.com/craft/royal-paper-crown.html 
 

https://www.firstpalette.com/craft/royal-paper-crown.html


Their template looks like this: 

 
 
Some crowns are more complex. This one is made from metal wire and bead 
crystals:  https://tikkido.com/blog/elven-style-crown-tutorial 
They use a thicker wire for the main crown and the thin wire to secure the 
bead crystals into it.  
 

 
 

https://tikkido.com/blog/elven-style-crown-tutorial


 
 
An example of a non-chronological report. Yours should not be this long!  

Wire can also be used to create crowns out of sticks and paint them, if you 
wanted a more “forest fairy” look. 
 
For those who would like something trickier than the first but not as tricky as 
the second, here is an excellent guide to making a cool-looking and more 
accurate crown:  https://www.firstpalette.com/craft/medieval-crown.html 
It also mostly uses paper, which you are more likely to have than wire! 

 

https://www.firstpalette.com/craft/medieval-crown.html

