
Year 4 Timetable 29th April 2020 

Reading Mission:   
30 minutes  
  

Children to read or support them to read the following text. 
 
Today’s text is at the end of the timetable. It is about the first 
emperor of China – Qin Shi Huang.  
 
After they can answer these questions. These can be verbal 
answers or they could be written down or typed. Children could 
even draw their responses. Suggested answers are in italics.  
What was Qin Shi Huang’s name when he was young? 
Zheng. 
When did he become king of Qin? 
When he was 13. 
What was King Zheng’s ambitious goal? 
To unite China under his rule. 
When he became emperor, Qin Shi Huang did many things to 
organise the government and create a lasting empire. Look at the 
section “Organizing the Empire”. Which of these things do you think 
was the most important thing he did? Explain your reasons why. 
Your child’s answer, with reasons. 
Read the section “A Tyrant”. What was the worst thing Qin Shi 
Huang did? Explain why. 
You child’s answer, with reasons.  
Why do you think many people might have tried to assassinate him 
when he first became King of Qin? 
He was very young/he was very ambitious/he might not have been 
very nice based on what he did later/any other reasonable answer. 
Why is making everybody learn the same way of writing a useful 
thing to do? 
So that people can communicate with each other better/make things 
easier. 
Was Qin Shi Huang successful in finding a way to live forever? 
No, he died trying to find the secret/Yes, he became famous enough 
that we remember him today. 
Was Qin Shi Huang a good ruler? Explain your answer. 
Your child’s answer, with explanation.  
 

Writing Mission:  
 30 minutes 

Today you are going to rewrite your letter as a second draft. 
 
The first step is to re-read what you wrote yesterday! Would it 
convince the Queen to take action? Have you used your facts to 
make your arguments seem sensible?  
 
Is there anything you could change? Try reading the letter to 
someone else in the house, or to yourself in the mirror! Does it 
sound sensible? If you read it to someone, are they convinced you 
are right?  



 
Once you have decided on the answers to these questions, you can 
start to redraft your work. Remember to focus on your handwriting 
as well; the Queen would not be impressed with unjoined letters!  
 

Maths Mission:   
30 minutes   

Today you are going to practise times tables! You could: 

 Play hit the button  https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-
games/hit-the-button 

 Practise at the maths factor (click “Take the check now”)  
https://www.themathsfactor.com/ 

 Write out your times tables and test yourself or have a family 
member test you 

Draw a times tables grid (12 cm by 12 cm) and colour in boxes 
belonging to that times table to find patterns. 
 
 

Topic Mission:  
 Day 3 

Over the last two days you have designed what you think the perfect 
king or queen should be like, including their personality.  
 
Do you think you could be a good king or queen? Answer these 
questions! 
 

1) A farmer has come to you to complain that another farmer’s 
sheep are grazing on his fields. The other farmer says that the 
field is his. How do you solve the issue? 
 

2) Your council of advisors needs a new treasurer to look after 
your money. You have noticed a servant you employ who is 
very sensible with money, but a powerful noble with lots of 
soldiers (who is known to be greedy and untrustworthy) has 
told you he expects to be given the position, or you’ll be 
sorry. Who should get the job? 
 

3) There has been a food shortage all over your country. Your 
castle has some grain left to make bread for you and your 
workers, but everyone else in all the villages and towns is 
hungry. You know some of your noble dukes and counts will 
also have spare food, but will be angry if you take it away 
from them. What do you do? 
 

4) Some of your counts and dukes have been secretly plotting to 
kill you and give the throne to your cousin. You don’t know if 
your cousin knows about it. What do you do? 
 

5) A farmer dies, and both of his sons claim that the farm, and 
its one cow, belongs to them. What do you do?  
 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.themathsfactor.com/


 
 

 
 
 
 
 

6) An orphan boy has been caught stealing bread from the 
market for him and his little sister. The baker is very angry 
about it. If you don’t punish the orphan boy, it is very likely 
that more people will start stealing bread from the market. 
What do you do? 
 

7) Your country has just spent three years fighting a war after 
somebody attacked you, and you only won because a king 
who is your ally (friend) helped you out. Lots of your soldiers 
are dead and there is nobody to farm your fields. Your ally is 
now being attacked and has asked for your help. What do 
you do? 
 

8) Your roads are old and broken, and your castle needs repairs. 
You only have enough money to fix one. What do you do? 
 

Kings and queens had to face tough choices all the time, and there 
was often no right answer. Are you sure you made the best 
decisions? 
 
Do you need to add anything or change anything about your perfect 
king or queen now that you have thought about these questions? 
(They might well have worry lines on their forehead!) 



    

 Occupation: Emperor of China 

 Reign: 221 BC to 210 BC 

 Born: 259 BC 

 Died: 210 BC 

 Best known for: First Emperor of China, established the Qin Dynasty 

Biography: 
 
Early Life 
Prince Zheng was born in 259 BC. His father was king of the Qin state. At the time Zheng 
was born, China was divided up into 7 major states. These states fought each other all the 
time. Historians call this time in Chinese history the Warring States period. 
 

Growing up as a prince, Zheng was well educated. He learned about 
China's history and also about war. He would someday rule the Qin and 
would lead his warriors into battle against the other states. 
 
Becoming King 

When Zheng was just thirteen years old his father died. Zheng was now 
king at a very young age. For the first several years, a regent helped him 
to rule the land, but by the time he was 22, King Zheng took full control. 
He was very ambitious. He wanted to conquer the other Chinese states 
and unite China under one rule. 
 
Uniting China and Becoming Emperor 
Once he had complete control of the state of Qin, King Zheng set out to 
conquer the other six Chinese states. He took them on one by one, 
starting with the biggest threat. Once King Zheng was leader of all of 
China. He declared himself emperor and changed his name to Shi 
Huang, which meant "first emperor". 
 

Organizing the Empire 

Qin Shi Huang did much to organize his new empire. He wanted it to run smoothly for 
thousands of years. He established reforms in many areas including: 

 Government - Emperor Qin did not want the conquered states to think of themselves 
as independent nations. He divided the country into administrative units. There were 
36 "commanderies" which were further divided into districts and counties. He also 
declared that government positions would be appointed according to people's 
abilities. 

 Economy - Emperor Qin also unified China by establishing a 
common currency (money) and standard units of measure. With everyone using the 
same money and measurements, the economy ran much smoother. 

 Writing - Another important reform was a standard way of writing. There were many 
ways of writing in China at the time. Under Emperor Qin, everyone was required to 
teach and use the same type of writing. 

 Construction - Emperor Qin made a number of improvements to the infrastructure of 
China. He had a vast network of roads and canals built throughout the country. This 
helped to improve trade and travel. He also began the building of the Great Wall of 
China. He had many of the existing walls throughout the country connected to form a 
long wall that would protect China from the invaders to the north. 

Emperor Qin Shi Huang 
 
China has one of the longest and most interesting histories, and is arguably the oldest 
country in the world. It was first united under an emperor in 221 BC, and emperors ruled 
until 1912.  

https://www.ducksters.com/money/history_of_money.php


A Tyrant 
Although Emperor Qin was a skilled leader, he also was a tyrant. He outlawed most forms of 
religion, requiring people to be loyal and obedient only to the government. He also ordered 
that most of the existing books be burned. He wanted history to begin with his rule and the 
Qin dynasty. Those scholars who did not bring their books to be burned were killed by being 
buried alive. 
 
Building a Tomb 

Today Qin Shi Huang may be most famous for his tomb. He had over 700,000 workers 
constructing his tomb throughout his life. They built a vast terracotta army of 8,000 soldiers, 
horses, and chariots that he thought would protect him in the afterlife. Each one was different. 

 
 
 
Death 

 
Qin Shi Huang died while traveling on a tour of Eastern China in 210 BC to look for a magic 
potion that granted eternal life. His second son, Huhai, was on the trip with him. He wanted to 
become emperor, so he hid his father's death and forged a letter from his father to his older 
brother telling him to commit suicide. After his brother killed himself, Huhai became emperor. 
 

Interesting Facts about Emperor Qin 

 He was obsessed with trying to live forever. He had his best scientists work on finding 
an elixir of immortality that would enable him to never die. 

 Emperor Qin had thought his family would rule China for thousands of years. 
However, the empire collapsed only three years after his death. 

 Some documents indicate that he was the son of a lowly merchant and not the son of 
the King of Qin. 

 When he first became King of Qin, there were many assassination attempts on his 
life. Perhaps this is what made him so obsessed with living forever. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


