
Year 4 Timetable 28th April 2020 

Reading Mission:   
30 minutes  
  

Children to read or support them to read the following text. 
 
Today’s text is at the end of the timetable! It is about Hatshepsut, one of 
the greatest female rulers in history.  
 
After they can answer these questions. These can be verbal answers or 
they could be written down or typed. Children could even draw their 
responses. Suggested answers are in italics.  
What was the ancient Egyptian word for king? 
Pharaoh.  
What does a regent do? 
Act as a guardian for a young ruler. 
Why do you think a young pharaoh might need a regent? 
Because they are too young to make the right decision. 
Why did Hapshepsut dress like a man? 
So that she looked like other pharaohs/because they didn’t have any way 
for female pharaohs to dress. 
What did Hatshepsut do differently to male pharaohs who had come 
before her?  
She focused on building, trade and making money rather than war. 
Why do you think Thutmose III destroyed many statues of Hatshepsut 
when he became the next pharaoh? Explain your answer.  
Reasonable answer with explanation. There are two possible reasons 
given in the text. 
What do you think an Egyptologist is? 
Someone who studies Egypt. 
Egypt is famously a desert nation built along the river Nile. In paragraph 4, 
it mentions valuables brought back from a trading mission, including gold 
and trees. Why are trees considered to be valuable like gold? 
Trees do not normally grow in the desert in large numbers but wood is 
very useful for lots of things. Bringing back trees to use the wood would 
have been much more valuable for Egypt than for somewhere that had 
lots of trees to cut down. 
Was Hatshepsut a good ruler or a bad ruler? Explain your reasons.  
Your child’s answer, with reasoning.  
 

Writing Mission:  
 30 minutes 

Today you are going to plan your letter in a first draft.  
 
Every persuasive letter starts with an address to someone and an 
introduction to the problem.  
 
You will then set out your arguments, one paragraph at a time, and then 
conclude your letter to summarise why the reader should listen to you.  
 
 
 



You should remember that you are writing a letter to the Queen. 
Therefore you should choose your language carefully: the queen is 
unlikely to pay attention to a letter that says “Well, I think it would be 
totally awesome if people weren’t homeless. I know, right?” Use formal 
language to impress her.  
 
There are some persuasive sentence openers that you could use at the 
end of the timetable. Remember that persuasive letters should include: 
Rhetorical questions  
Persuasive sentence openers 
Clear arguments to make your point 
 
I suggest you choose three arguments to discuss, and provide as many 
facts as you can to prove you are right (even if you made them up for this 
exercise!).  
 
Here is how the start of my letter could look:  
 
Example 
Dear Your Majesty the Queen, 
 
I am writing to you to bring to your attention the rising issue with 
homelessness in the country. Not only are nearly three hundred thousand 
people left without a proper place to stay each night, but there are even 
more now than there were four years ago! Surely you agree that we 
should be reducing the number of homeless people, not increasing it? 
 
Imagine that you had no place to call your own, and nobody to look after 
you. 280,517 people felt like this every night in 2019, and it could be even 
more now! In order to reduce this number, you should… 
 
 

Maths Mission:   
30 minutes   

 
We have decided it would be a good idea to explicitly set some times tables 
practice every day to help keep us sharp! You could have your own mini-test at 
the end of week, and send me the results if you like! As a reminder, there are 
plenty of online games to help practise these as well (e.g. 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button). 
 
Today’s times table is the 7 times table. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


9872 5343 6891 

652 8649 7551 
1245 3274 2936 

 

 
 
Using subtraction and only the numbers in the boxes above, find a 
calculation that makes: 

a) Less than 5000 
b) More than 5000 
c) 5375 
d) 2208 
e) The smallest possible answer 
f) The largest possible answer 

 
Remember column subtraction: 

 
2 ones – 6 ones would give a negative number, so we need to regroup. 
Regroup 1 ten from the tens column to the ones column, leaving 6 tens in 
the tens column. 
12 ones – 6 ones = 6 ones. 
6 tens – 5 tens = 1 ten.  
 
Answers: 

a) Several possible answers, e.g. 5343 – 3274 = 2069 
b) Several possible answers, e.g. 9872 – 1245 = 8627 
c) 8649 – 3274 = 5375 
d) 7551 – 5343 = 2208 
e) 3274 – 2936 = 338 
f) 9872 – 652 = 9220 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Topic Mission:  
 Day 2 

Today you are going to finish drawing what you think the perfect king or 
queen should look like. To do this you are going to need to remember our 
drawing lessons about people!  
 

1) Draw the “skeleton” 
 

 
 

2) Draw the face. Remember that the eyes are in the middle, the 
eyes are in line with the top of the ear, and the bottom of the ear 
is in line with the bottom of the nose. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3) Modify the face into an expression if you would like a challenge! 
 

 

 
4) Add their clothes and crown around the body outline. Make them 

royal! 
 

5) Around your king or queen, describe what would make them the 
perfect king or queen. What kind of personality would they have? 
How do they act around other people? How do they treat the 
people in their kingdom?  

 



Pharaoh Hatshepsut 

In ancient Egypt, all pharaohs were supposed to be men. The title was passed down 

from father to son, or eldest male relative. It wasn’t until a short while ago that 

archeologists found out that there actually was a female pharaoh. The reason they 

didn’t know about her is that after she passed away, the people that were left tried to 

hide that she ever existed. Hatshepsut was one of the most successful pharaohs that 

reigned in Egypt. 

Hatshepsut was actually the queen of a pharaoh, King Thutmose 

II. After he died she took the title of ‘regent’ to her nephew 

(Thutmose III) who was a baby and next in line. A regent is a kind 

of guardian for a pharaoh when they are too young to make 

decisions. It falls on the regent to make all of the decisions in the 

place of the young pharaoh. 

 

Hatshepsut played the role of ‘regent’ until suddenly, she decided that she was the 

pharaoh. No one is sure why, but she began to dress in the same male pharaoh 

clothes and even wore the pharaoh “beard’ that was part of their sign of power. It is 

believed she dressed that way because they didn’t have any way for a female 

pharaoh to dress. Others suggest that it was easier to accept a woman as pharaoh if 

she looked like every other pharaoh.  

 

During the time that Hatshepsut ruled, Egypt did very well. Unlike the other 

pharaohs, she was more interested in expanding the economy and negotiating 

peaceful deals. She wasn’t interested in war. She knew that the Egyptian people 

would profit better this way. Hatshepsut built new monuments but also restored some 

of the older buildings. During her ninth year of reigning she sent trading expeditions 

to the land of Punt. The ships came back with ivory, gold, myrrh, and trees. 

 

One of her finest buildings was the temple Djeser-djeseru (which means holiest of 

holy places). This was dedicated to the god Amon. She continued to build and add 

monuments throughout Egypt. One of the two red granite obelisks still stands at the 

temple of Amon in Karnak. 

 



It was a tradition that each pharaoh built their burial tomb while they were alive. Most 

of the pharaohs built pyramid style tombs. Hatshepsut decided to build a totally 

different type and designed it so that it looked like it was built into the mountainside. 

 

Archeologists and scientists believe that 

Hatshepsut had a skin disorder and used a 

particular salve to try to heal it. The salve contained 

a poisonous substance, and after using it for so 

long, it is believed that this is what killed her. 

 

Once she had passed away, Thutmose III, her nephew went 

throughout the kingdom and destroyed all of the images of 

Hatshepsut that he could find. He wanted to erase all of the work 

she had done, including any inscriptions. He even had a wall built 

around her obelisks. Some thought he might have done this in 

revenge, but it is probably so that he could remind the people that 

he was pharaoh now. 

 

In 1902, when her tomb was discovered, they didn’t find any mummies. It wasn’t until 

years later that they found two female mummies, but one didn’t have an 

identification. In 2007, they used the DNA from the tooth of the unidentified mummy 

to confirm that it was Hatshepsut. Because almost everything that had her name 

engraved on it was destroyed, very little was ever said about this pharaoh. Now, 

Egyptologists know that she was one of the best pharaohs that ever lived in Egypt, 

and brought success and prosperity to the land. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Persuasive Sentence Openers 
 

Surely you understand that… 
You must see that… 

Furthermore… (means: as well as my last 
point, here is something else) 

Therefore… (means: because of my last 
point, this next point makes sense) 

Although…  
Even though… 

I strongly suggest… (means: you really 
should do this!)  

I am sure you agree that… 
Everyone knows that… (means: if everyone 

knows, you should know too! Don’t be left 
out…) 
 
 


