
Year 4 Timetable 27th April 2020 
 

Reading Mission:   
30 minutes  
  

Children to read or support them to read the following text. 
“There is nothing impossible to him who will try.” 
Alexander the Great 

 
Alexander was born in Pella, Macedonia (Ancient Greece), in 356 BC to King 
Philip II of Macedonia and his wife Olympias. As a child, Alexander was 
taught to fight, to ride a horse and to hunt, alongside more traditional 
subjects.  

When Alexander was a child, he tamed a wild horse called Bucephalus. No 
one dared to go near the creature, but Alexander realised Bucephalus was 
just afraid of his own shadow. Alexander tamed him by turning his head 
towards the sun so his shadow was behind him. Bucephalus would only let 
Alexander ride him, which he did, in every battle until the horse died of old 
age. Alexander was so fond of this brave and courageous creature that he 
named a city – Bucephala – after him. 

When Alexander was 13, his father hired the great philosopher Aristotle to 
teach him. Alexander began to learn about Greek culture as well as science, 
politics, philosophy and literature. Aristotle gave Alexander a copy of the Iliad, 
a book by Homer, which he later carried with him in every battle. It is said that 
the stories within this book inspired Alexander to become a war hero. 

Alexander became a soldier when he was 16 and began to join his father in 
important battles. When Philip II was murdered in 336 BC, 
Alexander inherited the throne, at the age of 20. Philip had built a strong 
empire in Ancient Greece, and his son began to conquer more lands to 
expand the empire eastwards. 

While conquering Persia, he encountered an ox cart tied to a post with an 
incredibly complicated knot. There was a prediction that whoever removed 
the cart from the pole would become ruler of all Asia, so Alexander wanted to 
untie it and fulfil the prophecy. However, even he couldn’t untie it. He thought 
about it and decided to cut through the rope with his sword, thus releasing the 
cart. This is a story still told today, with the moral that some problems can 
seem much simpler if you think about them a different way. 

Alexander never lost a battle, and his conquests eventually led to an 
empire stretching from Greece to north-western India. He became known as 
Alexander the Great for his military strength and his leadership skills. In 
every country he conquered, Alexander was known to respect the local 
people as well as their customs and religions. Before long, Alexander had 
become the King of Persia, Egypt, Babylon and Asia. 

In 327 BC, Alexander married Roxana, the daughter of an Iranian prince. 
Later he also married Stateira, the daughter of the former King of Persia, to 
strengthen his rule there. This was not unusual at the time. His father Philip 
was said to have had seven wives. 

Alexander was keen to continue his conquests – perhaps all the way to China 
– but after years of fighting, his soldiers were tired and weary. They wanted to 
go home to their wives and children. To avoid a rebellion, Alexander agreed 
and his army fell back. 

Alexander didn’t make it home, however. When he reached Babylon (an 
ancient city in modern-day Iraq), he became very sick and died. He was just 
32. No one knows what caused his death – some think it was a fever such as 
malaria, while others suspect it was poisoning. Alexander’s son (also called 



Alexander) was born to his wife Roxana a few months later. 

After Alexander’s death, his empire was divided between four of his generals. 
But they quarrelled and fought for years and the empire began to crumble. 
Alexander’s legacy, however, lived on. The lands that were once his still 
reflect the Greek culture that Alexander introduced all those years ago. And 
the 20 or so cities that he founded honouring his name – such as Alexandria 
in Egypt – still bear witness to his impressive reign to this day. 

 

After they can answer these questions. These can be verbal answers or 
they could be written down or typed. Children could even draw their 
responses. Suggested answers are in italics.  
 
Why is the first line in italics? 
To show that this is something Alexander said.  
What year was Alexander born in? 
356 BC. 
Did Alexander like to read? How do you know? 
He carried a copy of the Iliad with him everywhere/it inspired him. 
How old was Alexander when he became king? Bonus point: what year 
was that in? 
He was 20/336 BC.  
How many battles did Alexander lose? 
None. 
Why did Alexander not invade China? 
His army was tired and wanted to go home.  
What city did Alexander die in? 
Babylon. 
Look at the paragraph about Bucephalus. What does this paragraph tell 
you about Alexander as a person? Provide reasons for your answer. 
He was brave/intelligent/inspiring/loyal/caring for animals/any other 
reasonable answer with evidence. 
Do you think Alexander was a good king or not? Explain your reasoning. 
Your child’s answer, with reasons.  
What do you think Alexander would have done next if he hadn’t died so 
young? Explain why you think this. 
Your child’s answer, with explanation.  
If you were to meet Alexander today, what might you ask him about his 
life? 
Your child’s questions! 
 

Writing Mission:  
 30 minutes 

You will be undertaking two tasks this week. 
 
The first task is to write a persuasive letter to Queen Elizabeth II to 
describe a problem and persuade her that she should help to fix it. There 
are some things only the Queen can do! If you want to, you could actually 
send this letter once you have finished it.  
 



This could be a real-world problem, such as climate change or 
homelessness, or an imaginary problem such as the treatment of unicorns 
at London Zoo. 
 
Today’s task is to decide what your problem is going to be and find some 
facts about it. You could do some research to find these facts (see the 
example below). If you are not intending to actually post the letter, you 
could make them up – in this case, the facts are less important than 
writing the letter!  
 
Example 
Some facts about homelessness in the UK:  

 It can be difficult to work out the number of people sleeping rough 
for several reasons. People bed down at different times, move 
about, and can be hidden away in derelict buildings.  

 Official numbers say that there were 1 and a half times as many 
homeless people in 2018 compared to 2010. 

 Three quarters of local councils in the country think homelessness 
is a problem in their area. 

 Numbers of homeless people can only be guessed at, so there 
might actually be many more 

 280,517 people were estimated to be homeless on any given night 
in 2019 

 That is 1 in every 200 people in the entire country 

 In 2016 there were estimated to be 257,337 homeless people 
 People can be homeless for many different reasons, including 

some which are not their fault and out of their control.  
 
These facts were found from homeless.org.uk, crisis.org.uk and 
England.shelter.org.uk. 

Maths Mission:   
30 minutes   

 
We have decided it would be a good idea to explicitly set some times tables 
practice every day to help keep us sharp! You could have your own mini-test at 
the end of week, and send me the results if you like! As a reminder, there are 
plenty of online games to help practise these as well (e.g. 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button). 
 
Today’s times table is the 9 times table. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


 

9872 5343 6891 

652 8649 7551 
1245 3274 2936 

Using addition and only the numbers in the boxes above, find a 
calculation that makes: 

a) less than 5000 
b) more than 5000 but less than 10,000 
c) more than 10,000 
d) 8617 
e) The smallest possible answer 
f) The largest possible answer 

 
Remember column addition: 

 
3 ones + 8 ones = 11 ones (or 1 one and 1 ten). 
Regroup the 1 ten to the tens column to add later. 
9 tens + 3 tens = 12 tens + 1 ten = 13 tens (or 3 tens and 1 one hundred).  
Regroup the 1 one hundred to the hundreds column.  
 
 
Answers: 

a) Several possible, e.g. 1245 + 3724 = 4969 
b) Several possible, e.g. 5343 + 2936 = 8279 
c) Several possible, e.g. 8649 + 6891 = 15540 
d) 5343 + 3274 = 8617 
e) 652 + 1245 = 1897 
f) 9872 + 8649 = 18521 

 
Topic Mission:  
 Day 1 

Today and tomorrow you are going to be drawing what you think the 
perfect king or queen should look like. To do this you are going to need to 
remember our drawing lessons about people!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1) Draw the “skeleton” 
 

 
 

2) Draw the face. Remember that the eyes are in the middle, the 
eyes are in line with the top of the ear, and the bottom of the ear 
is in line with the bottom of the nose. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



3) Modify the face into an expression if you would like a challenge! 
 

 

 
4) Add their clothes and crown around the body outline. Make them 

royal! 
 

5) Around your king or queen, describe what would make them the 
perfect king or queen. What kind of personality would they have? 
How do they act around other people? How do they treat the 
people in their kingdom?  

 



 


