
Year 4 Timetable 24th April 2020 

Reading Mission:   
30 minutes  
  

Children to read or support them to read the following text. 
With most of our blue planet covered by water, it's little wonder that, 
centuries ago, the oceans were believed to hide mysterious creatures 
including sea serpents and mermaids. Many children are most familiar with 
the Disney version of "The Little Mermaid," a version of a Hans Christian 
Andersen fairy tale from Norway, first published in 1837. In some legends 
from Scotland and Wales mermaids befriended — and even married — 
humans.  
 
In folklore, mermaids were often associated with misfortune and death, 
luring errant sailors off course with beautiful, enchanting songs, and even 
onto rocky shoals, like the Sirens in ancient Greek stories.  
 
Though not as well-known as mermaids, there are of course mermen — 
and they have an equally fierce reputation for summoning storms, sinking 
ships and drowning sailors. One especially feared group, the Blue Men of 
the Minch, are said to dwell in the Outer Hebrides off the coast of 
Scotland. They look like ordinary men (from the waist up anyway) with the 
exception of their blue-tinted skin and gray beards. Local stories claim that 
before laying siege to a ship, the Blue Men often challenge its captain to a 
rhyming contest; if the captain is witty enough he can best the Blue Men 
and save his sailors from a watery grave.  

Japanese legends have a version of merfolk called kappa. Said to reside in 
Japanese lakes, coasts and rivers, these child-size water spirits appear 
more animal than human, with monkey-like faces and tortoise shells on 
their backs. Like the Blue Men, the kappa sometimes interact with humans 
and challenge them to games of skill in which the penalty for losing is 
death. Kappa are said to have an taste for children and people foolish 
enough to swim alone in lonely places — but they especially prize fresh 
cucumbers.  

Mermaids were accepted to be real during medieval times, when they 
were pictured matter-of-factly alongside known sea animals such as 
whales. Hundreds of years ago sailors and residents in coastal towns 
around the world told of meeting the sea maidens. Christopher Columbus, 
an Italian working for Spain, wrote about seeing ugly mermaids when he 
was sailing west to discover the Americas. 

Some researchers believe that sightings of human-size ocean animals such 
as manatees and dugongs might have inspired merfolk legends. These 
animals have a flat, mermaid-like tail and two flippers that resemble 
stubby arms. They don't look exactly like a typical mermaid or merman, of 
course, but many sightings were from quite a distance away, and being 
mostly submerged in water and waves, only parts of their bodies were 

visible. Identifying animals in water is already difficult, since people are 
only seeing a small part of the creature. When you add in poor light at 
sunset and long distances, accurately identifying even a creature you 
already know can be very difficult. A glimpse of a head, arm, or tail just 
before it dives under the waves might have created some mermaid 

https://www.livescience.com/27405-manatees.html


reports. 

 

A manatee. 

After they can answer these questions. These can be verbal 
answers or they could be written down or typed. Children could 
even draw their responses. Suggested answers are in italics.  
Is this a fiction or non-fiction text? 
Non-fiction, it is providing information. 
Name three countries that have stories of mermaids. 
Any of Japan, Norway, Wales, Scotland, Greece, Spain, Italy. Accept 
Assyria from earlier in the week! 
Where do the Blue Men supposedly live? 
The Outer Hebrides in Scotland. 
What were mermaids often associated with in the past? 
Misfortune and death. 
How can you escape from some merfolk? 
Beat them in a game of skill/rhyming. 
Look at the last line of paragraph 3. What is meant by “a watery 
grave”? 
The men would all drown. 
What do some researchers think helped convince people mermaids 
were real? 
Human-sized animals like dugong and manatees. 
Why is it tricky to spot what kind of animal lives in the sea? 
You can only see the parts above the water. 
Why might Columbus have described the mermaids he saw as 
“ugly”?  
If he saw a manatee, humans wouldn’t find them pretty. 
Look at paragraph 5. What does the word “resident” mean? 
People who live there. 
Are mermaids real? Explain your answer. 
Your child’s answer with reasoning. 
 

Writing Mission:  
 30 minutes 

Today you will continue your writing!  
 
No matter what you are writing, you should include: 

 Fronted adverbials 



 

 Expanded noun phrases 

 Similes and imagery (teeth as sharp as swords, a tail like a 
glistening rainbow) 

 
If you are writing a story or news report you might also include 
inverted commas and punctuation to show speech, e.g.  
“There’s treasure in here!” called Scurvy Jack. 
“Of course there is,” Captain Jones retorted. 

Maths Mission:   
30 minutes   Christopher 

Columbus 
discovered the 
Americas in 1492 
AD. 

Blackbeard was 
killed in 1718 AD. 

The first mermaid, 
Atargatis was in 
stories from 1000 
BC. 

A type of manatee 
called Steller’s Sea 
Cow was discovered 
in 1741 AD. 

The Little Mermaid 
was published in 
1836 AD. 

Steller’s Sea Cow 
had been hunted to 
extinction by 1768 
AD. 

Treasure Island by 
Robert Louis 
Stevenson was 
published in 1883 
AD. 

The very first 
records of pirates 
are from 1300 BC. 

Piracy began in the 
Caribbean around 
1650 AD. 

 

 
1) How long was there between the first mermaid story and the 

first pirate records? 300 years. 
2) How many years did Steller’s Sea Cow last before it became 

extinct? 27 years. 
3) How long ago was Treasure Island published? 137 years ago. 
4) How long ago did the story of Atargatis happen? 3020 years 

ago. 
5) What was the difference in time between The Little Mermaid 

and Treasure Island being published? 47 years. 
6) How long after Columbus discovered the Americas did piracy 

begin in the Caribbean? 158 years. 
7) How long after the start of piracy in the Caribbean was 

Blackbeard killed? 68 years. 
8) How long after the first mermaid story was The Little 

Mermaid published? 2836 years. 
9) What is the longest difference in time between all of the 

dates given? 1300 BC to 1883 AD = 3183 years. 
 
 

Topic Mission:  
 Day 5 

Continue with your craft project this week. 


