
Year 4 Timetable 21st  April 2020 
 

Reading Mission:   
30 minutes  
  

  Children to read or support them to read the following text. 
Who was Blackbeard? 
Blackbeard was a fearsome pirate who attacked other people's ships a long 
time ago, in the years 1717–1718. He enjoyed looking scary, making his long 
black hair and beard smoke while he was fighting. He died while fighting 
ships sent to catch him and bring him to jail.  

 
Was Blackbeard his real name? 
His real name was Edward Thatch or Edward Teach. Pirates took nicknames 
to hide their real names. He was called Blackbeard because of his long, black 
beard. 

 
Why was he a pirate? 
Blackbeard was a pirate because it was a way to make a fortune. Life at sea 
was hard and risky for sailors in navy or on merchant ships. It was tempting 
to take what you learned serving on those ships and join a pirate crew where 
you would earn a share of the treasure. At different times, a government 
would encourage ships captains to be privateers and raid ships from other 
countries, but not their own. These privateers might then begin to prey on 
any ships and become pirates. 

 
What did pirates do? 
Pirates sailed where they thought other ships would be. Once they found 
another ship, they would raise their pirate flag and attack. Usually, the other 
ships just gave up once they saw the flag to avoid a fight and injuries. The 
pirates would then steal everything the ship was carrying. 

 
What sort of things did pirates steal? 
Pirates stole anything that they could use or sell. If a ship had cannons or 
other good weapons, the pirates would take them. If there was any gold or 
silver, they would steal it. The ships they robbed were usually merchants 
ships carrying cargo such as cocoa, tobacco, cow hides or cloth. If the pirates 
thought they could sell the cargo, they took it. 

 
Did Blackbeard leave behind any buried treasure? 
Lots of people think so, but probably not. Pirates preferred to spend their 
gold and silver and not bury it somewhere. Also, most of the treasure he 
stole was cargo rather than coins and jewels. He would sell the cargo and 
spend the money. 
 
Why was Blackbeard so famous? 
Blackbeard was famous because he was a very scary pirate. When he knew 
he was going to attack someone’s ship, he put material that made lots of 
smoke in his long black hair and beard. He also wore pistols strapped to his 
body. Some sailors who saw him in battle actually thought he was the devil. 
Word of him spread and people on both land and sea were scared of him. 

 
Did Blackbeard have a family? 
According to Captain Charles Johnson, who lived at the same time as 
Blackbeard, he had 14 wives. This probably isn’t true, but it seems likely that 
Blackbeard did get married sometime in 1718 in North Carolina. There is no 
record of him ever having any kids. 

 
 

https://www.thoughtco.com/famous-pirates-and-their-flags-2136233
https://www.thoughtco.com/pirate-treasure-2136278
https://www.thoughtco.com/pirate-weapons-2136279
https://www.thoughtco.com/north-carolina-colony-103877


Did they ever catch Blackbeard? 
Local leaders often offered a reward for the capture of famous pirates. Many 
men tried to catch Blackbeard, but he was too smart for them and escaped 
capture many times. To get him to stop, he was offered a pardon 
(forgiveness for his crimes) and he accepted it. However, he returned to 
piracy. 

 
How did Blackbeard die? 
Finally, on November 22, 1718, pirate hunters caught up with him near 
Ocracoke Island, off of North Carolina. Blackbeard and his men put up quite 
a fight, but in the end, they were all killed or arrested. Blackbeard died in 
battle and his head was cut off so the pirate hunters could prove they killed 
him. According to an old story, his headless body swam around his ship 
three times. This was not possible but added to his fearsome reputation. 

 

After they can answer these questions. These can be verbal 
answers or they could be written down or typed. Children could 
even draw their responses. Suggested answers are in italics. 
Is this a fiction or a non-fiction text? 
Non-fiction.  
What was Blackbeard’s real name?  
Edward Teach or Edward Thatch. 
Why did he use the name Blackbeard instead? 
Pirates used nicknames to hide their identity/he had a long black 
beard. 
Did pirates always steal gold? 
No, they stole everything they could and sold it for money. 
Did pirates bury treasure?  
No, they preferred to spend the money instead! 
How did Blackbeard make himself look scary? 
He tied material that made smoke into his hair and beard/wore lots 
of pistols. 
Do you think Blackbeard was a nice man or not? Use evidence from 
the text for your answer.  
Your child’s answer with reasoning. 
Did Blackbeard have children? 
We don’t know – there is no record of it, but that doesn’t mean he 
didn’t! 
Why might a government encourage people to steal from other 
governments?  
To help fight them/to make them weaker/to cause trouble/other 
reasonable answer. 
Why do you think we know the exact date Blackbeard died? 
Because the pirate hunters wrote it down/recorded it/it was 
important to remember/other reasonable answer. 

Writing Mission:  
 30 minutes 

Today you will begin the next part of your writing mission. For 
whichever mission you chose, the next step is to decide – in detail – 
how to get past each obstacle. E.g. if you chose to include a 
dangerous swamp, the way to get past might be to cut some strong 
trees and create either a simple canoe or to lay planks of wood down 

https://www.thoughtco.com/the-pirate-hunters-2136282


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

to create a sort of bridge, picking up the planks that have been 
crossed so that you can use them again in front.  
 
Consider additional dangers in the general area e.g. in the swamp 
there might be giant mosquitos, sucking quicksand, or poisonous 
plants. You will have to describe how to avoid these too!  
 
One other thing you should do today is to include expanded noun 
phrases where possible, e.g. the murky, swirling water or the snaky 
vines that climb the trees. 

Maths Mission:   
30 minutes   

Can you find the pirate’s treasure? Solve the clues using your maths 
knowledge at the end of Day 1’s timetable. This task could take two 
days – solve two clues per day!  

Topic Mission:  
 Day 2 

Continue with your craft project this week. 


