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Extract from ‘Princess BMX’  

By Marie Basting 

(Avariella is trouble for sliding down the stairs in a potato sack and making them late.) 

‘And don’t look at me that way!’ he said, wagging his finger again. ‘I was very clear 

with my instructions – we must arrive at the Bubblegum Bazaar before the crowds.’ 

He pressed his lips together and shook his head. ‘Really, I don’t know what I’m 

going to do with you.’  

This was a lie because he clearly did know what to do with me. He did the same 

thing he does every time I’m in trouble, which is send me to my chambers. 

Originality is not one of Dad’s strong points. Mind, I can’t talk because I did the 

same thing I do whenever he grounds me. I pulled a sad face and made my way 

slowly up the stairs. 

Oh, don’t worry, I was only sad on the outside. Inside I was like yay, oh yay with 

unicorn bells on! I mean, what a result. What’s the point of travelling miles across 

the kingdom to a fete when you’re not allowed to join in with the fun stuff anyway? 

Much better to stay home sack racing. But first I needed to make sure the coast was 

clear.  

I flung open the door to my room, kicked off my sparkly shoes and zoomed round 

the four-poster bed to the window. The second sun was rising and the sky was 

streaked with pink and orange. I opened the window and breathed in the sweet 

scent of chocolate blossom that grew in Biscotti all year round.  

Ooh, as well as having his best togs on, Dad was taking the fancy gold carriage. He 

was standing in front of the four white horses with my brother, Bertie, waiting for 

Mum. Bertie’s satin knickerbocker suit was the same shade of turquoise as the 

horses’ feathery headdresses. As for Mum’s latest fashion disaster, she looked like 

she’d borrowed her outfit from Little Bo Peep. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Mission 
30 mins 

Children to read or be supported to read extract from ‘Princess BMX.’ This is 
continued from yesterday so you may want to look back and read the first part of 
the story if you missed it. 
After, they can answer these questions. These can be verbal answers or they 
could be written down or typed. Suggested answers are in red. 
 

1. Where are the family meant to be going? The Bubblegum Bazaar 
2. Why does dad want to make sure they leave on time? So that they get 

there before the crowds.  
3. ‘He did the same thing he does every time I’m in trouble, which is send me 

to my chambers.’ What do you think the word chambers means? In this 
case it is her bedroom.  

4. Why do you think Avariella pulled a sad face? Because she didn’t want to 
go with them and if she hadn’t looked sad then her dad may have changed 
his mind about sending her to her room. She may have had to go with 
them to the Bazaar.  

5. What clues can you find in the text that the story is set in a strange land? 
The texts describes a second sun rising. Avariella can smell chocolate 
blossom through the window. The place they live is called Biscotti which is 
a type of biscuit not a real place we might have heard of before.  

6. Who else is going with dad to the Bubblegum Bazaar? Her brother Bertie 
and her mum. 

7. Why do you think Avariella describes what her mum is wearing as a fashion 
disaster? Something along the lines  of not liking the outfit her mum is 
wearing and perhaps the outfit which she describes as looking like 
something from Little Bo Peep is not an ordinary outfit you might expect to 
see others wearing.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Writing Mission 
30 mins 

In today’s writing mission you will be using fronted adverbials. Fronted adverbials 
are words of phrases at the beginning of a sentence which are used to describe 
the action that follows. Using fronted adverbials in your writing will help you to 
add more detail and therefore make it more interesting for the reader.  
 
Note for parents: It might be useful to recap the terminology/words below to help 
support your child with today’s activity. I have also placed a fronted adverbial 
word mat as an extra resource at the end of this today’s pack.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Activity- This activity focuses on using fronted adverbials to show manner or how 
something happens. Use the words and phrases in the word bank to complete the 
sentences.  
 

 
 
Answers 
 

1. Like lightning, the girl ran through the park.  
2. Suddenly, the sun disappeared and it began to rain. 
3. Nervously, Jack and Sarah entered the haunted house. 
4. Fearfully, the fish swam away from the terrifying shark. 
5. Like an acrobat, the frog jumped from lily pad to lily pad. 
6. With great courage, the knight fought the mighty dragon. 
7. With a wave of her wand, the witch cast a magical spell. 
8. With a smile, Hamsa opened his birthday present.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Maths Mission 
30 mins 

Your mission today is to solve worded problems involving finding fractions of 
numbers. Here is a reminder of the learning you will need to recall to help you 
with today’s maths mission.  

 
 

So, to find 
2

5
 of 20 I will first need to divide 20 by 5 (the denominator). You could do this 

in your head or by drawing 5 circles and sharing 20 dots equally between them. This will 

give us 
1

5
 of 20 which is 4. To find 

2

5
 of 20 we need to count 2 of the parts which is 8.  

Have a go at answering the questions below. The answers are in red for the adults. 
 

1. Sarah entered a 100 word story competition. She wrote her story over two 

evenings. On the first evening she wrote 
6

10
 and on the second evening she 

wrote the rest. 
a) How many words did she write on the first evening? 60 

                      
6

10
 of 100         100 ÷ 10 = 10        10 x 6 = 60 

b) How many words did she write on the second evening and what 
fraction was this? 

If she wrote 
6

10
 on the first evening then she must have written 

4

10
 on the 

second evening. 
4

10
 of 100         100 ÷ 10 = 10        10 x 4 = 40 

 
2. There were 60 children going on a school trip. There were two coaches. 

Coach A carried 
1

3
  of the children and coach B carried 

2

3
  of the children. 

a) How many children on coach A?  
60 ÷ 3 = 20 

b) How many children on coach B? 
60 ÷ 3 = 20          20 x 2= 40 
 

3. Four families go to a restaurant for a meal. At the end of the evening they 

want to split their bill equally and therefore pay 
1

4
 each. The total bill is £160. 

How much does each family need to pay? £40 
 
1

4
 of 160       160 ÷ 4 = 40  

Remember we can use the known fact 16 ÷ 4 to help us solve this. 
 

4. A dressmaker has 10m of fabric to make an outfit. He makes a bag with 
1

10
, 

a skirt with 
1

2
 of the fabric and a top with the rest. 

a)How much fabric is used for the bag? 10 ÷ 10 = 1              1m 
b) How much fabric is used for the skirt?  10 ÷ 2 = 5             5m 
c) How much fabric is used for the top?  
Material used so far = 1+ 5= 6 
10 – 6 = 4          4m 



Topic Mission 
Ideas for the 
week. 

Art- Portraits 
Look at these royal portraits. What can you learn about the king/queen from their 
portrait? 
 

    
 
Royal paintings are a way of remembering kings and queens. They also show 
people how important, powerful and wealthy are. Paintings are very accurate and 
capture people’s personality/mood. They may also include objects that tell us a bit 
more about the person.  
 
Draw/paint your own royal portrait. You could choose a member of the royal 
family to draw or you could transform yourself into a royal.  
 

  
 

 

 

Art & DT- Design a crown 
 
What precious gemstones will you include?  
Maybe rubies or emeralds or even diamonds! Can you find out some interesting 
facts about your gemstones?  
Make a model of your crown. Don’t forget to decorate it so that it is fit for a king 
or queen.  
 

 
You can see the real crown jewels at the Tower of London. Enjoy a virtual tour of 
the Tower of London here https://www.youvisit.com/tour/meadk  

 

https://www.youvisit.com/tour/meadk


Science- Making Crystals 
This activity links with the crown making activity above. Follow the steps in this 
experiment to create your own crystals using sugar.  

Ingredients: 
 1 cup water 
 3 cups table sugar 
 Clean glass jar 
 Pencil or butter knife 
 String or yarn (do not use nylon string) 
 Pan for boiling water and making solution 
 Spoon for stirring 
 (Optional) food colouring 
Directions: 

1. Tie the string to your pencil or butter knife. The string should be able to hang into 
your jar without touching the bottom or sides. 

2. In the pan start boiling the water. You will need an adult to help with this part.  
3. Stir in the sugar one spoonful at a time. You want to make sure there is lots of 

sugar in the solution, but not so much that it doesn't all dissolve. If you have some 
undissolved sugar your Rock Crystals will start building onto those molecules rather 
than your string. 

4. Add a few drops of food colouring (optional) 
5. Carefully pour the solution from the pan into your clean glass jar. Make sure it's 

clean, otherwise crystals will build onto those molecules on the jar and not on your 
string. 

6. Balance the pencil or butter knife (with the string tied to it) on the lip of 
the jar and let the string dangle into the solution. Again, don't let the string hit the 
sides or bottom of the jar. 

7. Find a safe spot for your jar so it won't get knocked around or exposed to too much 
dust and debris. 

8. Check on your Rock Crystals the next day and notice how they're started to take 
form on the string. 

9. Whenever your Rock Crystals are the right size for your taste or when they stop 
growing go ahead and take them out of the jar and let them dry. 

 

 

Music 
You can try and learn the words to the Horrible Histories song about kings and 
queens.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/horrible-histories-song-the-monarch-song 
 
 
History 
 
Draw a timeline for the kings and queens of Britain. Can you work out who rules 
for the longest time? How about the shortest? 
You could choose a king or queen from your timeline and do some research about 
them. Some of them are very interesting: 

 Did you know that King Henry VIII had six wives? 

 Did you know Queen Victoria was only 18 years old when she became 
queen? 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/horrible-histories-song-the-monarch-song


Maths 
 
We know that many kings or queens have had the same name. Roman numerals 
are used to show the number at the end of their name. Our queen is called 
Elizabeth II because she is the second queen called Elizabeth. Can you use the 
roman numeral guide below to help you write numbers between 10 and 20? Can 
you work out how to write years (like 2020) in Roman numerals?  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


