
Year 2 Timetable 24th April March 2020 
 

Reading Mission:   
30 minutes  
  

Children to read or support them to read this short text:  
 
Female Pirates: 
 
Many years ago, women were not allowed on ships as they were 
considered to bring bad luck and a stormy night of sailing. However, 
some women went against these rules and wanted to become 
pirates. These pirate women would often disguise themselves as 
men by cutting their hair short, wearing men’s clothes or covering 
their face with bandanas. Two famous female pirates were called 
Anne Bonny and Mary Read. These two women dressed up as men 
and fought as pirates fiercely and fearlessly. In November 1720, the 
ship that Anne and Mary were on was captured by a pirate hunter 
called Captain Jonathon Barnet. These two women were the only 
people onboard who were brave enough to fight against the enemy, 
although, sadly, they were outnumbered and did not win the battle.      
 
After they can answer these questions, these can be verbal 
answers or they could be written down or typed. Children could 
even draw their responses. Suggested answers are in italics.  
 
Is this a fiction or non-fiction text? How do you know?  
This is a non-fiction text as it is recalling facts about the past.  
Why were female pirates not allowed on ships?  
People believed that they were bad luck and would bring a stormy 
night of sailing.   
What does disguise mean?  
Disguise means changing your appearance or changing what you 
look like.  
How did they disguise themselves to get on the ships?  
They would cut their hair short, wear men’s clothes or cover their 
face with bandanas. 
Can you name a famous female pirate?  
Anne Bonny or Mary Read.  
What happened in 1720? 
In 1720 a pirate hunter called Jonathan Barnet captured their ship 
and they fought against him but lost. 
What does outnumbered mean?  
Outnumbered means that there were more of the enemy than them.  
  

Writing Mission:  
 30 minutes 

Today’s mission is to write to persuade and answer the question - 
which is better a pirate or a mermaid? Remember when we are 
writing to persuade we want someone to agree with what we are 
saying so we must give good reasons why they should agree with 
us. The big thing to remember is the conjunction ‘because’ as this 



makes us give a reason for our opinion.  
  
You will need to make a list of the good things about pirates or 
mermaids and the bad things. This will help you to form your 
argument.  
 
Example: Mermaid  

– Good things 
They can sing really well 
They look after the sea and its creatures  
They can talk to sea animals 

- Bad things   
They can trick people into the sea  
 
You can then use these points to help you to write your argument. 
Remember to use conjunctions (such as because) to give reasons for 
your argument and use persuasive language, there is a word mat 
with the sheets below to help you.   You may want to use some of 
these sentence starters:  

- It has been said  
- Some people may say  
- I think that  
- Some people argue that  
- I feel strongly that   

 
Example to start:  
I am certain that mermaids are better than pirates for two main 
reasons. Firstly, mermaids look after the sea and the creatures that 
live within it because they spend a lot of their time tidying up the 
ocean. This protects the sea creatures by making sure their habitats 
are safe to live in, free from rubbish or anything that may harm 
them. On the other hand, pirates are dirty and often do not respect 
the sea. They will throw rubbish from the ship into the ocean and do 
not care for the animals it may affect.  

Maths Mission:   
30 minutes   

Your mission today is to see if you can answer the questions 
below about the bar graph. If you are not printing the graph, that 
is fine, draw your own tally chart or note down how many of each 
object there are in the picture so you can answer the questions 
too. You could even create your own bar graph or pictograph if 
you wish!    
Parents – anwsers are in italics next to the questions if needed.   



 
 
How many skull and cross bones are there? 4 
How many gold coins are there? 2 
Are there more parrots or treasure chests? There are 3 parrots and 6 
treasure chests so there are more chests than parrots.  
Which object is shown the least in the picture? Ships wheel as it has 
1.  
Which object is shown the most in the picture? The chests as there is 
6. 
How many objects are there all together? 23 objects.  
Are there more coins or parrots? There are more parrots as there is 3 
parrots and 2 coins.  
Which two objects have the same amount? The hooks and the coins 
as they both have 2.  
What is the difference between the number of coins and the number 
of treasure chests? 6 – 2 = 4. The difference is 4.  
What is the difference between the number of hooks and the 
number of parrots? 3- 2 = 1. The difference is 1.  

Topic Mission:  
 Day 5 

Your mission today is to create a fact file, poster or timeline about 
the history of pirates. There are some facts below about piracy 
over the years, and a nice visual timeline on this website if you 
can access it https://mocomi.com/history-of-pirates/. The facts 
below are from the visual timeline on the website so do not worry 
if you can not access the link. Read the facts carefully and decide 
which ones you are going to use in your work.  
 
Remember to think about whether you want these facts in 
chronological order (order of time) if you are laying out the facts 
like a timeline. If you are creating a poster or fact file how are you 

https://mocomi.com/history-of-pirates/


going to lay the facts out in an interesting way? Are you going to 
have a title or subtitles? There are some examples below of 
posters and timelines to help you to choose.  
 
Facts:  

- Piracy began more than 2000 years ago in Ancient Greece. 

- Piracy was at its peak between 1620 and 1720. That is why 
this period is also known as the golden age of piracy.  

- During this time, there have been different types of pirates, 
these being privateers, buccaneers, and corsairs. 

- Privateers were allowed by their government to attack 
enemies. The privateers in return shared their treasure with 
the government. 

- Francis Drake was England’s most famous privateer who 
worked for Queen Elizabeth I. 

- Buccaneers were pirates who operated from bases in the 
West Indies and attacked Spanish ships. 

- Corsairs were Christian or Muslim pirates who operated in 
the Mediterranean. 

- Most pirates hoped they would become rich and have a 
better life.  

- There were lots of rules enforced by the captain of the ship. 
These rules were often strict and breaking them meant 
punishment.  

- If a pirate was found stealing or deserting during battle, he 
was left on a desert island. 

- Piracy ended in the nineteenth century as governments of 
most countries made piracy illegal.  

- Piracy has not completely disappeared.  

- Pirates believed that wearing pierced earrings would improve 
their eyesight. 

- Pirates believed that having women on board their ship 
brought bad luck. Women had to disguise themselves as 
men.  

- There have been some powerful women pirates, such as 
Ching Shih, Anne Bonny and Mary Reed. 

- They also believed that whistling on a ship would turn the 
weather stormy.  

https://mocomi.com/history-of-greek-language/


These Missions have been designed to be accessible, using little resources and most 
importantly fun for your children to complete. Please use what you can, any 
resources you do not have could be substituted for something else and suggestions 
have been made for this where possible.  
 
Sheets if needed:  
 

- Very few pirates could afford a pet like a parrot as they were 
expensive and hard to find. 

- John Bartholomew Roberts was known to have captured the 
largest number of ships in his time, 400 ships in four years. 

- John Rackham created the skull and crossbones logo and flag, 
which is popularly known as the ‘Jolly Roger.’  

- Blackbeard would put slow burning fuses in his beard and 
hair, giving off smoke, before battle to scare people.  

 

  

 



 



 


