
Year 2 Timetable 20th April 2020 
 

Reading Mission:   
30 minutes  
  

Children to read or support them to read this short story:  
 
The pirates had landed on the beach just after 12 o’clock. The 
weather was hot. They had not had fresh water to drink for days and 
food was running low. Captain Jones had ordered the pirates to 
begin digging up the warm, golden sand. He was searching for a 
chest full of buried treasure. After hours of digging, Jack the cabin 
boy hit something hard with his spade. He scooped away the sand 
with his hands until he could see an old, wooden treasure chest. 
‘’Captain Jones, I’ve found it!’’ shouted Jack with joy.  All of the 
pirates on the beach ran over and made a circle around Jack and the 
chest. ‘’Open it boy,’’ shouted Captain Jones.  
 
After they can answer these questions, these can be verbal 
answers or they could be written down or typed. Children could 
even draw their responses. Suggested answers are in italics.  
 
What was the weather like on the beach?  
It was hot.  
Why does the author mention food and water, how is it important?   
They were probably very thirsty and hungry. It shows how long they 
have been at sea. It shows they may be feeling angry, frustrated, 
weak.  
What does ‘scooped’ mean? Can you think of a similar word (a 
synonym)?  
It means picked up. You could say, picked, shoveled, grabbed, 
collected the sand.  
How is the chest described?   
The chest is old and wooden.  
Why did Jack shout with ‘joy’?  
He may have been happy to be please his captain, he may have been 
happy to be the one that found the treasure. Maybe he thinks he will 
get some of the treasure. Maybe this means they will eat and drink 
or go home.  
What do you think will happen next?     
This is based on opinion but needs to be realistic. For example: I think 
the chest will be full of jewels and money.    

Writing Mission:  
 30 minutes 

Your mission today is to think of, as many words and phrases you 
can to label and describe the pirate or the mermaid picture. You 
can of course think of your own pirate or mermaid!  
Each word spelt correctly is one point.  
If you can use one of the suffixes below you get two points.  

- ment (excitement or enjoyment) 
- ing (running, fighting, swimming, glistening, singing)  
- er (fighter, swimmer, diver, helper) 



- ly (kindly, shockingly, smoothly, slowly, quickly) 
- less (toothless, fearless, careless)  
- est (biggest, smallest, fastest, brightest)  
-  ful (helpful, bashful, skillful)   

 
Try to describe as much as you can when labelling the pirate or 
the mermaid. Use interesting vocabulary including expanded 
noun phrases and suffixes and when you are finished add up all 
the points you received. Remember try to think about the spelling 
of these words carefully. There are sound mats below and a 
writing page if needed. But scrap paper or any lined will do. I 
wonder how many you will get?   
 
Example for a mermaid:  
Long flowing hair, twisted gold hair, sparkly tail, shining tail, 
swimming slowly towards a rock, brightest scaly tail, singing 
beautifully.      
 
Example for a pirate:  
Long knotted beard, twisted hook, dirty smelling clothes, stripy top, 
skillful at sea, toothless smile, shockingly big sword.      

  
Maths Mission:   
30 minutes   

This mission is all about place value. Remember place value is all 
about understanding how many hundreds, tens or ones are in a 
number and thinking about what each digit represents. There is a 
place value grid in the sheets section. This could be copied onto 
scrap paper instead of being printed to support children. For 
example:  
 
234 – there are 2 hundreds, 3 tens and 4 ones. I know this 
because the 2 is in the hundreds column so it represents 2 
hundreds (not just 2) etc. I could write this as 200 + 30 + 4 = 234 
to show my understanding of the place value of these numbers.  
 
First part of your mission is to think about what the digits 
represent in the numbers below:  
Example: 94 – there are 9 tens and 4 ones. 90 + 4 = 94.     

1) 23 
2) 56 



3) 78 
4) 123 
5) 349 
6) 780 
7) 30 
8) 578 
9) 34 
10) 888    

 
Your challenge mission is to use the numbers below to create 
different 2 digit or 3 numbers and think about what the digits 
represent. Complete at least 3 of these.  
For example if I chose 5, 7 and 2 I could make 752 (7 hundreds, 5 
tens and 2 ones) or 275 (2 hundreds, 7 tens and 5 ones)  
 
Numbers to choose from: 5    3    7    2    9    0 
  

Topic Mission:  
  

Today’s mission is science: What is the best material to make a 
pirate ship?   
 
Choose some objects from around the house such as a sponge, a 
spoon, a wooden spoon, a plastic cup, a bit of paper. Any 
materials really, just make sure there is a variety and includes, 
wood, metal, plastic and paper/card. Have a little think about 
whether the item you have chosen will sink or float in the 
bath/sink/bowl of water. What do you think will happen when I let 
go? Will it float or sink? Why? Test it out. Try with another object.  
 
After you have tested all the objects, consider which material will 
be best to make a pirate ship out of. Remember what we have 
considered at school about lighter things floating easily, but 
making sure a material is waterproof too.  
Children may want to use words such as absorbent (takes in 
water), waterproof (does not absorb water), heavy, light, strong, 
weak, twist, plastic, metal, wood, paper, card, flexible, opaque 
(can not see through it), transparent (can see through it), glass.  
They may want to consider these things when choosing a material 
to make their boat – try to get them to explain why they are 
choosing whatever they are choosing. There are some examples 
below of different models and designs.  
 
After the children have made their pirate ship they can test it in 
water! Did it float? Did it sink? Can they think about why it sank 
or floated? What went well or what could be made better next 
time?    
 
Challenge: If children really enjoyed this activity they could 
investigate whether their boat would find it easier to float in salt 
water (like the sea) or in fresh water. Use 2 tubs, or bowls of 



These Missions have been designed to be accessible, using little resources and most 
importantly fun for your children to complete. Please use what you can, any 
resources you do not have could be substituted for something else and suggestions 
have been made for this where possible.  
 
 
Sheets if needed:  
 
 

water and mix 35g salt into one. Place their boat into both (or an 
egg will work if their boats sank!) into each tub of water and look 
at what happens.  

  

 



 



 



 


