
 

 

 

 
Timetable 16th April 2020 

 
Thought of the day ‘Even a small star, can shine very bright indeed’. Have a bright day and hopefully the sun 

peeps out for you Year Two!  
 
 Reading 

Mission:   
30 minutes  
  

Read the text below titled ‘Shooting for the Stars’. 
 
Children could then answer the questions on the sheet by printing it out, 
reading from the screen and telling you their answers or reading from the 
screen and writing down their answers.  
 
The answers are provided below with the questions.  
 
If children want to find out more about space and planets after reading this 
text they can do so here:  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkvv4wx  
 
Teaching Tips: 
 
If children are struggling to answer the questions help them find the part in 
the text where the answer can be found. Ask them to re-read the question (or 
you read it to them) and then they can read this part of the text again to find 
the answer.  
 
Ask them to think carefully about each question. If the question is asking for a 
date they should look for numbers, if it’s a name they could look for capital 
letters. Children may also be able to identify key words in the questions (we 
practice his is VIPERS) to help them find what part of the text to look in).  
 

Writing 
Mission:  
 30 minutes 

 
It would be helpful to do your Topic mission before your writing mission today and 
your Topic Learning will support your writing. This task will take more than one day  
(unless your child wants to finish it in one day) and so time has been set aside in 
tomorrows learning pack to complete this poster.  
 
Today’s mission is to create a poster about a planet. You could choose Earth after 
reading about it above, or you could choose one of the other planets.  
 
You can choose any planet and may need to do some research about the planet first  
(see Topic Work or some of the sheets below to help you) 
 
When writing your poster try to ensure all proper nouns are spelt with capital letters 
(For example the names of planets) and all sentences start with a capital letter and 
end with either a . ! or ?   
 
Try to write in paragraphs or small parts with each part having a sub-heading or 
common theme. For example you could have headings such as: Weather; Size; 
Distance From The Sun; Interesting Facts. 
 
There are some ideas here of how you could lay out your poster. You could do it by 
hand, or on the computer/tablet. You could also cut and stick bits onto the paper or 
copy pictures from online.  
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkvv4wx


 

 

 

 

   

 
 
 
Teaching Tips: 
 
The most important thing when learning to write in year two is that all children’s 
sentences start with capital letters and end with a full stop, question mark or 
exclamation mark. We tend to fid as children write more and start to think about 
word choice, they forget their basic punctuation. This poster gives them a chance to 
practice this basic punctuation.  
 

Maths 
Mission:   
30 minutes   

This mission recaps number knowledge.  
 
In our solar system there are eight planets (well, some scientists think nine, 
with the ninth called Nine – scientists often agree and disagree a lot!).  You 
need to use the alphabet code below to find out the total worth of each 
planets name. Which planet is worth the most? 
 
A B C D E F G H I J 
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 
 
K L M N O P Q R S T 
6 7 8 9 10 6 7 8 9 10 
 
U V W X Y Z     
1 2 3 4 5 6     
 
I have done the first one for you: 
 
Mercury   M=8, E=5, R=8, C=3, U=1, R=8, Y=5. So that is: 8+5+8+3+1+8+5. I 
know that 5+5=10, and double 8 is 16 plus 8 more is 24. Then I know 3+1=4. 
So 10+4+24= 38. MERCURY=38. 
 
Now try with the other planets: 
 
Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune 



 

 

 

 
 

 
Teaching Tip: 
 
If you want to make this task easier you 
can change the numbers below the 
letters to numbers 1-5 only. If you want 
to make it harder you could only use 
numbers 6-9. You could even change 
the numbers completely and have your 
own code! 
 
If children are really struggling with this, 
they could use a calculator (on a 
mobile) to add up all the numbers. They 
could also draw tens and ones like 
below:  
 

Topic Mission:  
 Day 1 

Today and Tomorrows Topic missions are science. 
 
Today your mission is to learn lots about the planet you will write your fact file 
about.   
 
You might use some of the links below to help you. You could also use books you 
have at home, YouTube or Bitzesize. There are also some website links below. If you 
cannot use the internet, there is also some fact files attached to this pack that you 
could use.    
 
A power-point about the planets:  https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/planets-
powerpoint-presentation-6446769  
 
Planet Jupiter:  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zr2qxnb  
 
Children’s NASA:   https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/menu/solar-system/  

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/planets-powerpoint-presentation-6446769
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/planets-powerpoint-presentation-6446769
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zr2qxnb
https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/menu/solar-system/


 

 

 

                                     Shooting for the Stars 

Our Planet  

Planet Earth is one of eight planets in our solar system. Earth 

spins (very slowly) around. It takes one day for the Earth to spin 

around once. 

Nearly three-quarters of the Earth is 

covered in water. In the oceans, seas, 

rivers and lakes, there are lots of different 

plants and animals. 

The rest of the Earth is covered in land. 

Many parts of the land are inhabited (lived 

on) by people, although there are still some 

areas where nobody lives. 

Our Solar System 

The planets in our solar system all travel 

around the Sun. Earth is the third closest 

planet to the Sun. The planet nearest to 

the Sun is Mercury, which is very hot. The 

planet furthest from the Sun is Neptune, 

the coldest planet in the solar system. 

The Moon 

The Moon travels around the Earth. In 1969, Neil Armstrong and 

Buzz Aldrin travelled to the Moon on a rocket called Apollo 11. 

When they landed on the Moon, they planted a flag. 

Did You Know? 

Scientists are still trying to work out if there is 

any water on the surface of the Moon. If there 

is, then one day plants could grow and people 

may even be able to visit! 



Shooting for the Stars 

 

 

 

Questions 
1. How many planets are in our solar system? Circle one. 

 
 

eight nine ten 
 
 

2. What does ‘inhabited’ mean? Circle one. 
 
 

swam lived on eaten 
 
 

3. When did the first astronauts land on the Moon? Circle one. 
 

1963 1969 1968 
 
 

4. Who were the first people to land on the Moon? 
 
 

 

 
5. In the text, what does it say may happen if scientists find water on 

the Moon? Tick one. 
 
 

Fish could live there. 
 

 

Plants may be able to grow. 
 

 

People could build a swimming pool. 



 
 

 

Answers 
1. How many planets are in our solar system? Circle one. 

 
 

nine ten 
 
 

2. What does ‘inhabited’ mean? Circle one. 
 
 

swam eaten 
 
 

3. When did the first astronauts land on the Moon? Circle one. 
 

1963 
1968 

eight 

lived on 

1969 



  

 

Below are some fact sheets your children may 
wish to use when creating their posters: 

 

Mercury 

The closest planet to the Sun is only about as wide as the 
Atlantic Ocean! 18 Mercuries would fit into the Earth. The 
planet does not have an atmosphere, just like it is on all the 
other planets. There is no water present on this dangerous 
planet either! There temperatures vary between -180°C and 

430°C/-290°F and 842°F.  

 

This is also the fastest planet! It speeds through space with 
50km per second/31 miles per second. 

The BepiColombo mission was launched in October 2018 
and now travels in space towards Mercury which it will reach 
by 2025. It will orbit the planet to solve mysteries about 
Mercury. It also will hopefully reveal questions like how 
planetary systems form.  

Venus 



  

 

Venus - named after the Roman goddess of beauty - is also 
known as the evening or morning star. Yellow clouds made 
of sulfur and sulfuric acid cover the entire planet causing 
light to reflect off the surface. 

This makes Venus the second brightest object in the night 
sky after the Moon. 

Venus 
- the brightest planet 

Venus is very similar to Earth in terms of size and material. 

However, it is the hottest planet in the Solar system with 
temperatures reaching 460°C/480°F. The surface of Venus 
hosts thousands of volcanoes, craters and super-high 
mountain ranges. 

Many missions have been conducted about Venus but many 
questions remain. The Soviet Union successfully landed 
eight space probes on Venus during the 1970s and 1980s. 

If the International Space Station is in the sky, it will be 
brighter and easier to see than Venus! The space station 
looks like a very bright star! Find out how, where and when 
you can spot the space station. 

https://spotthestation.nasa.gov/sightings/
https://spotthestation.nasa.gov/sightings/


  

 

Earth 

Earth is the fifth largest planet of our solar system and has 
one large natural satellite, the Moon. 

Did you know that all planets were named after Roman and 
Greek gods and goddesses, except the Earth. The name 
'Earth' nevertheless is more than 1,000 years old and 
means just 'ground'. 

Image 
from Space shows how the Super Typhoon Noru formed 

Everything one ever knows is here. This is the only place 
where life is known to currently exist. Most of the Earth's 
surface (about 70%) is covered with water. 

Mars 

Mars, the most likely candidate for a future human habitat, 
is affected by huge dust storms that occur every now and 
then and cover the entire planet! 

Mars is very cold and dry but water exists in form of ice at 
the North and South poles. The surface of Mars has many 
craters, deep valleys and volcanoes. 



  

 

The largest peak on the red planet is a volcano called 
Olympus Mons, which is three times higher than Mount 
Everest, the highest mountain on Earth. 'Mons' is the Latin 
word for mountain. 

 
Mars - the Red Planet 

Mars has two moons called Phobos and Deimos, both are 
probably asteroids which were caught up by Mars’ 
gravitational field.  

There are two rovers on the surface of Mars and six 
spacecraft orbiting Mars that are tasked with discovering the 
presence of water and searching for evidence of previous 
ancient life, amongst other things. 

 


