
Year 2 Timetable 22nd June 2020 
 

Reading Mission:   
30 minutes  
  

Children to read or support them to read this short story, there is a 
full video version on YouTube if you wish to listen online or hear 
the whole story: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKMl-a3-
uNY 
 
Tadpoles Promise by Jeanne Willis  
 
Where the willow meets the water a tadpole met a caterpillar. They 
gazed into each other’s tiny eyes…and fell in love. She was his 
beautiful rainbow. And he was her shiny black pearl. ‘’I love 
everything about you’’ said the tadpole.  
‘’I love everything about you’’ said the caterpillar. ‘’Promise you’ll 
never change.’’ 
‘’I promise,’’ he said.   
But as sure as the weather changes, the tadpole could not keep his 
promise. Next time they met, he had grown two legs.  
‘’You’ve broken your promise’’ said the caterpillar.  
‘’Forgive me,’’ begged the tadpole, ‘’I couldn’t help it. I don’t want 
these legs, all I want is my beautiful rainbow.’’ 
‘’All I want is my shiny black pearl. Promise me you’ll never change,’’ 
said the caterpillar.         
‘’I promise,’’ he said.  
But as sure as the seasons changes, the next time they met – he had 
grown arms.  
‘’That’s twice you have broken your promise’’ cried the caterpillar. 
‘’Forgive me,’’ begged the tadpole. ‘’I could not help it, I don’t want 
these arms…all I want is my rainbow.’’  
‘’And all I want is my shiny black pearl. I will give you one last 
chance,’’ said the caterpillar.  
But as surely as the world changes, the tadpole could not keep his 
promise. The next time they met – he had no tail.     
 
After they can answer these questions, these can be verbal 
answers or they could be written down or typed. Children could 
even draw their responses. Suggested answers are in italics in the 
sheets section.  
 
Who did the tadpole fall for?  
Where did the tadpole meet the caterpillar?  
How did the tadpole describe the caterpillar?  
How did the caterpillar describe the tadpole?  
What contractions can you spot in the text? (Remember these are 
two words that have been shortened and the missing letters 
replaced with an apostrophe - do not becomes don’t)  
What was the first change that happened to the tadpole?   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKMl-a3-uNY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKMl-a3-uNY


There are two sentences that state ‘But as sure as the seasons 
change’ and ‘But as sure as the weather changes’ – what do these 
sentence starters mean? What are they trying to imply about the 
tadpole? 
What other words are used within the text instead of ‘said’? 
What do you think is going to happen next?    
   

Writing Mission:  
 30 minutes 

Over the next couple of days your writing mission will be to create a 
fact file about several mini beasts that you are interested in. Choose 
one or two to focus on today and another one or two to focus on 
tomorrow.   
 
You will need to ensure that each mini beast you choose has at least 
5 facts within the fact file. You may want to have sections on each 
mini beast, such as, where it lives (its habitat), what it eats, what it 
looks like, where you may see or find it. Remember that fact files 
need to be interesting and presented in a way that makes someone 
want to read them! Remember to use interesting vocabulary, 
descriptive language (adjectives - describing words), questions 
(starting with what, who, when, how and ending in a ?)  and 
exclamation sentences (starting with how or what and ending in a !) 
to do this.     
 
There is a fact file template in the sheets section if needed. This is 
only a template and children are encouraged to lay out their fact file 
as they wish. It could be in the style of a poster or picture with labels 
– whatever interests them.      
 
There are facts below about different mini beasts but you may want 
to research your own mini beasts you are interested in or have a 
look at ones you can find in your garden and focus on those. 
 
Wasps 
Did you know that wasps live in nests? There are 
around 10,000 busy worker wasps and one 
queen wasp. It’s amazing that they build paper 
nests because they can chew wood and other 
materials carefully and use them to build their 
nests! Mostly, wasps eat juicy fruit, sweet nectar 
from flowers and other insects and they can sting badly if they feel 
threatened. 
 
Bees 
It is interesting that bees can be found all over the world in many different 
countries. They can sting, but only once in their life. Did you know that 
honeybees talk to each other by dancing? In addition, bees make delicious 
honey using nectar from flowers and bushes. 

 



 
Snails 
Usually snails come out slowly when it's damp or at 
night if the weather is dry. They can hide in their hard 
shells for months if they like. Did you know that snails 
have four tentacles? Two are eyes and two are for 
feeling. They have no legs but one foot to rest on. 
Another interesting fact is that snails can lay about 100 tiny eggs in a dark 
underground nest! A land snail can lift up to ten times its body weight. 
 
Ladybirds 
Ladybirds are very beautiful minibeasts because they are red and have 
black spots all over their back. If you count the number of spots it does not 

tell you how old they are but it tells you what type of 
ladybird it is. It’s interesting that there are 42 types of 
ladybirds in the UK! 
Ladybirds march in a straight line until they come across 
food. Also, the male is smaller than the female. The ladybird 
is considered good luck in some countries and people make 
a wish when they see one. So next time you see a ladybird 

make sure you make a wish! 
 
Slugs  
There are more than 25,000 different kinds of invertebrates in Britain. 
Slugs have four noses but only one foot. Slugs and snails lay eggs. 
 
Worms 
Vermicomposting is making compost using worms, and uses tiger worms 
(also called red wigglers or brandling worms). Worms can eat their own 
weight in food in a day. Worms can have more than one heart – some have 
five or ten. Worms have been around for about 600 million years. 
An African giant earthworm can be up to 6.7 m long. 

 
Insects 
Insects have six legs. Insects’ bodies have three parts – head, thorax and 
abdomen. 
The total weight of insects on the planet is more than all other species put 
together. 
There are more than 22,000 different kinds of insects in Britain. Beetles are 
the most common insects on the planet. Fairyflies (actually a parasitic 
wasp) are the smallest insects, with males as small as 0.139 mm long. 
Adults dragonflies have the biggest eyes of all insects. There are fossil 
dragonflies dating back 300 million years. The stag beetle is the biggest 
beetle in Britain and can be up to 85 mm long. Beetles have two pair of 
wings, and the outer pair protects the wings that are used for flying. 

 
Spiders  
Spiders are arachnids. The total weight of insects eaten by spiders each 
year is more than that of the human population of the world. A strand of 
spider silk is twice as strong as a strand of steel of the same size. Spiders’ 
bodies have two parts – the thorax and abdomen. 



Spiders have eight legs and each leg has eight joints. Not all spiders spin 
webs. Some spiders have eight eyes. The fear of spiders is ‘arachnophobia’. 

  

Maths Mission:   
30 minutes   

Your mission today is to see if you can work out the picture codes to 
solve the multiplication bugs challenge! For example an ant = 2. So 
an ant x ant is 2 x 2. 
 
Remember there are several ways that you can work out times 
tables, you can count using your fingers using that times table (2 lots 
of 2, you could count 2, 4), you can draw circles to help you (2 x 2 is 2 
lots of 2   OO  OO which = 4) or you may know the answer if you are 
particularly good at that times table. 
 
        
A larger version of the sheet is in the sheets section – including the 
answers if needed.  



 
Topic Mission:   
 

Today your mission is to go on a mini beast hunt! In your garden, or 
on your daily walk, scoot or cycle see if you can find any mini beasts. 
Think carefully about these questions: 

- Where did you find each mini beast? 
- Can you name the mini beast?  
- How many of this mini beast did you see/find? 
- Can you describe the mini beast? What does it look like?  
- Can you describe its habitat? 
- Why do you think it has chosen this habitat? 
- What do you think it eats?   

 
There is a sheet below (larger version in the sheets section) but this 
is just a guide and you could simply note down any mini beasts you 
come across or make a tally chart on a scrap piece of paper. If you 



 
These Missions have been designed to be accessible, using little resources and most 
importantly fun for your children to complete. Please use what you can, any 
resources you do not have could be substituted for something else and suggestions 
have been made for this where possible.  
 
Sheets if needed:  
 
Answers to Guided Reading questions:  
 
Who did the tadpole fall for?  
A caterpillar.  
Where did the tadpole meet the caterpillar?  
Where the willow met the water.  
How did the tadpole describe the caterpillar?  
His beautiful rainbow.  
How did the caterpillar describe the tadpole?  
Her black shiny pearl. 

are isolating, or unable to get outside for whatever reason, use the 
following video to spot mini beasts and consider the same questions 
above. 
Video one: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JuHg5oWF_mo 
Video two: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T-OUdFXuq88   
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JuHg5oWF_mo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T-OUdFXuq88


What contractions can you spot in the text? (Remember these are two words that 
have been shortened and the missing letters replaced with an apostrophe - do not 
becomes don’t)  
You’ll, you’ve, couldn’t, don’t, that’s     
What was the first change that happened to the tadpole?   
The tadpole grew legs. 
There are two sentences that state ‘But as sure as the seasons change’ and ‘But as 
sure as the weather changes’ – what do these sentence starters mean? What are 
they trying to imply about the tadpole? 
It means that the tadpole will change no matter what just as the seasons and 
weather changes. These are things that can not be stopped or controlled.    
What other words are used within the text instead of ‘said’? 
Cried and begged.  
What do you think is going to happen next?    
This is a prediction question and the children can answer as they wish as long as it is 
relevant and reasonable. They may state that the tadpole will change into a frog or 
the caterpillar will change into a butterfly. They may state that they are both going 
to change.        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


